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Executive Summary 

A Vision for Burdekin Park 

With a diverse historical context, Burdekin Park is an iconic much loved park for residents and 

visitors to Singleton, as well as providing a unique urban wildlife camp for the Grey- headed 

Flying Fox. 

This plan of management aims to protect the cultural heritage of the park, and provide 

increased recreational, community and cultural activities for the Singleton Community, now 

and into the future. 

It ensures that the 1.25 hectare park will remain a vital green recreational asset for Singleton, 

while also accommodating the resident Flying-fox population, showcasing responsible 

management of natural resources, according to current legislation. 

The future of Burdekin Park will be shaped by the vision and principles developed by the 

Singleton Council Councillors, as well as extensive feedback from community consultation in 

late November 2016 and again in August 2017. The shared vision of the Councillors and 

Singleton community underpins the current Landscape Masterplan and Plan of Management, 

notably to achieve a vision for the respectful restoration and reactivation of historic Burdekin 

Park: 

 Respectful additional works to WW1 and WW2 and Boer War Memorials 

 New amenities block 

 Provision of a fauna camp for Flying-foxes 

 Renovation of the Museum building 

 New picnic shelters 

 Refurbished picnic shelters 

 Upgraded playground 

 New garden beds 

 New tree planting program 

 New internal and perimeter path linkages 

 Rejuvenation of the Munro fountain precinct 

This Plan of Management guides the future planning, management and maintenance of 

Burdekin Park for a ten (10) year period. 

The Plan recognises that the Flying-foxes residing in the Park are a protected, endangered 

species and a camp area is allocated for their ongoing roosting purposes. A buffer zone is 

proposed to separate this area from the rest of Burdekin Park. 

The Plan promotes the concept of appropriate and respectful revitalisation of Burdekin Park: 

the opportunity to readdress the park’s use, accessibility, design, leasing and licencing 

arrangements, whilst protecting and showcasing the park’s heritage, flora and fauna. 
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Section 1 – Introduction 

This Section outlines the aims, processes and structure of the Burdekin Park Plan of 

Management (PoM). 

1.1 Aims of the Burdekin Park Plan of Management and Landscape Master Plan 

The Burdekin Park Plan of Management guides the upgrade and maintenance of this 

important open space asset, and provides a basis for effective day-to-day and long term 

management of the Park for the next 10 years. The Plan of Management will be a framework 

to guide Singleton Council in restoring community pride in the Park by refurbishing and 

enhancing Burdekin Park. It will provide a clear and transparent management framework in 

order to: 

a) Establish a sound and balanced approach to the management of Burdekin Park 

b) Identify opportunities for improvements to the Park in regards to its operation, 

planning and maintenance 

c) Support the conservation and interpretation of heritage values of Burdekin Park 

d) Meet all legislative requirements, and be consistent with Council’s plans and policies 

e) Reflect the values and expectations of the Singleton community and restore 

community ownership and use of Burdekin Park 

f) Update the current Plan of Management with a renewed future vision for the Park 

g) Develop a Landscape Master Plan for Burdekin Park, following removal of a significant 

number of mature trees due to damage caused by the resident Flying-fox population 

h) Offer strategies for the management of the resident Flying-fox population in line with 

current State and Federal legislation 

i) Re-establish the importance of Burdekin Park as home to an historic Museum, War 

Memorials and sound shell 

j) Present a Landscape Master Plan that illustrates the actions required to implement 

the above improvements. 

 
As part of the process of developing the Landscape Master Plan, public feedback was sought 

on differing options for the revitalisation of Burdekin Park. 

In this way public acceptance of the possible relocation of the WW1 and WW2 memorials to 

a more central location in the park was tested. The relocation would substantially improve park 

safety, provide a central location for the war memorials in a separate zone to that inhabited by 

resident Flying foxes. 

Public input reinforced that the war memorials will remain in their current locations; the 

consultation process was hence clear in establishing an agreed direction for the future of 

Burdekin Park. 

 
1.2 The Plan of Management 

The Local Government Act 1993 (The Act) requires a Plan of Management (PoM) to be 

prepared for all public land such as Burdekin Park which is classified as “community land” 

under The Act. The Crown Lands Act 2016 (the CLM Act) authorizes Council to manage 

dedicated or reserved Crown land as if it were public land under the Act. The Plan of 

Management is an important management tool, written in consultation with Council and the 

community. The PoM outlines Burdekin Park’s features, and clarifies how Council will manage, 

use or develop the land in the future. The PoM provides a transparent and coordinated 

approach to public land management. 
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Engagement with stakeholders and community 

consultation to assist developing Draft Plan 

(December 2016-January 2017) 

Draft on Public Exhibition for comment and feedback 

(August to October 2017) 

Implement actions and priorities identified 

in the Plan of Management 

(2018-2028) 

 

“Community land” includes iconic reserves such as Burdekin Park, and in some instances 

buildings. Community land supports important aspects of community life, and is valued and 

appreciated by residents, workers, and visitors to the Singleton area. The Act requires that 

community land is categorised as either: “natural area”, “park”, “sportsground”, “area of cultural 

significance”, or for “general community use”. The majority of Burdekin Park can be identified 

as “park” as defined under The Act, with a smaller portion centred around the Historical Society 

Museum being “general community use”. 

 
1.3 Process of Preparing the Plan of Management 

This Plan of Management was prepared by Architects of Arcadia, drawing on Singleton 

Council’s in-house expertise and understanding of Burdekin Park, the previous PoM 

developed in 2007, as well as a number of previous studies relating to the Park. The PoM is 

extensively informed by community consultation undertaken in the summer of 2016-2017. This 

included sessions with Councillors, targeted stakeholders (such as the Tidy Towns 

Committee) and members of the public Refer Appendix 10.8. 

Plan Process 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Resolution 

(August 2017) 

Draft Plan of Management and Landscape Master Plan 

(2017) 

Adoption of Plan of Management (by Singleton Council) 

(December 2017) 

Consider submissions and prepare final Plan of Management 

(2017) 

Review Plan every 5 years, with 

further consultation as required 
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1.4 Community Consultation 

Community consultation and input is important to ensure a Plan of Management meets the 

needs of the local community. It also encourages an appreciation of the management of public 

lands. 

As a foundation to community consultation, Councillors established important values to guide 

the community-based redevelopment of Burdekin Park. 

Councillor Consultation 

Vision Statement: Councillors agreed that the park should have a community focus, the way 

it once was. In addition, the re-created park should respect the past; displaying the heritage 

and history of the park, whilst creating a welcoming green public space for all to gather in, 

relax and rest. 

The new park should be beautiful, be a venue for events (like markets, ANZAC ceremonies 

etc.), and be a showcase for Singleton. 

Principles: Councillors strongly agreed that the vehicle to achieve a community focus for 

Burdekin Park is through community consultation. The park’s community focus and pride could 

also be achieved through re-instating the park’s formal flower gardens, lawns, shade trees, 

various memorials and playground. The amenities should be upgraded, and seating provided. 

Regular events should be held in the park: e.g. Christmas celebrations, musical events, 

markets etc. New tree planting should be continued, and all felt the removal of 

flying foxes would be appreciated, with all damage by flying foxes being repaired. 

 
Community consultation took place in two rounds: 

Round 1: December 2016 – January 2017. The aim of this consultation process was to 

ascertain public aspirations for the restoration and development of Burdekin Park. 

a) Councillors participated in a consultative workshop and identified a park vision 

and associated values to guide the park’s future development 

b) Council advised residents of the consultation process for Burdekin Park 

throughout the summer of 2016-2017, and conducted an online survey on 

Councils website seeking local community feedback 

c) In addition, community consultation occurred at the John Street Christmas 

Street Markets, to provide information to residents and make available hard 

copies of the survey, as well as accept feedback from park users on Burdekin 

Park 

d) Furthermore, larger stakeholders such Singleton RSL Sub Branch and local 

interest groups in the Singleton area were specifically invited to submit 

individual comments and feedback 

e) The survey posed various questions targeting both the current state of the Park 

as well as future desirable outcomes and proposed end-uses 

f) Individual survey responses were collected and summarised by the consultant; 

g) The survey also established demographics of typical park users such as their 

age and proximity to the Park with a view to informing the end-use design 

h) Various factors and design elements considered most important and/or 

appealing to park users were identified and ranked according to their 

prominence in survey responses 
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i) All survey responses by the community were then collated and included as part 

of the Community Consultation Report. Refer to Appendix 10.7 for more detail. 

j) Further specific consultation with RSL Sub Branch, Heritage Committee, Tidy 

Town’s representative and Museum Committee was undertaken. 

Round 2: August – October 2017 

Submissions were invited on the displayed PoM. 

The aim of this consultation process was to assess the community’s response to different 
design options included in the draft PoM and also to provide feedback on the draft Plan of 
Management. The results of this process would determine the final Landscape Master Plan 
for the park. 

The process included: 

a) Open days at Burdekin Park: 2 days 

b) Attendance by staff at the John Street market day 

c) Web based notifications inviting submissions were placed on Council’s website and 
Facebook 

d) A child-friendly questionnaire was sent to local schools 

e) Meetings between Council staff and significant stakeholders were held 

f) Media releases and social media raised public awareness of these sessions 

 
Findings from the consultation sessions were reported to Councillors. Refer to Appendix 

10.8 for more detail. 

 
The results of the Councillor’s consultation, and two rounds of community consultation 

have led to clear aspiration and guiding principles for the revitalisation and management of 

Burdekin Park. 

The Singleton Community support the reactivation of Burdekin Park, and endorse a return to 

recreational, social and community activities of the past. 

Reactivation of the Park will include: 

 Improvement works to current buildings, including the 1970s addition to the Museum, 

soundshell and picnic shelters 

 Addition of new buildings: new amenities block and picnic shelters 

 Addition of new garden beds and trees 

 A new suite of outdoor furniture, especially seating 

 Additional accessible paths 

 Refurbishment of the playground 

 Improved precincts around each war memorial and Munro fountain 

 Additional interpretative signage and displays in the park. 

 
1.5 Plan of Management Structure 

The Plan of Management is structured into the following Sections: 

1. Introduction - outlines the aims, processes and structure of the Plan of 

Management. 

2. Land Description and History - reviews the existing physical and cultural character 

and history of Burdekin Park as a basis for identification of values, desired 
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outcomes and issues, and subsequent development of planning and management 

strategies. 

3. Legislative Framework - appraises previous literature, reports, studies and Acts 

relevant to the Plan of Management process, along with an identification of key 

implications of legislation and guidelines pertaining to Burdekin Park. 

4. Basis of Management - outlines the basis of management for Burdekin Park and 

provides a framework for development of planning strategies, along with monitoring 

and evaluation targets. Identifies an overall vision for the Park, upon which detailed 

management policies and categorisations are provided. 

5. Land Uses - provides a basis for review of Community and Crown Land management 

requirements and how this Plan satisfies the requirements of the Crown Lands Act. 

6. Leases, Licenses and other Estates - provides information on applicable leases and 

licenses. 

7. Landscape Master Plan - identifies key planning principles for Burdekin Park and 

presents the Landscape Master Plan in response to identified visions for the Park, 

providing a basis for ongoing development of Park improvements. 

8. Strategy and Action Plan - prioritises the actions required for the implementation of 

strategies including management responsibilities. 

9. Change and Review of Plan of Management - identifies implementation measures of 

the Plan of Management and provides for review into the future. 

10. Appendices - Supporting documentation, maps and other related information. 
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Section 2 – Land Description and History 

This Section outlines the context, description and history of Burdekin Park. 
 

2.1 Burdekin Park Profile 

Burdekin Park (Council Reserve No.14) is made up of: 
 

Table 2.1: Profile 
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2.2 Land Tenure 

Burdekin Park (Council Reserve No.14) is made up of the following parcels of land: 
 

Table 2.2: Profile 

 

Land 
Identifier 

Area Owner Tenure Purpose Gazetted Date Map 
Reference  
 

Portion 76 
Parish of 
Whittingham 
DP 755 269 

733.5m2 State 
(Crown) 

Council is 
Reserve 
Trustee  
R57415 

Municipal 
Purposes 
 

5 September 1924          A 

Part of Ms 
726 MD 

878.9m2 Singleton 
Council 

Dedicated 
Reserve 

Public 
Recreation 

8 October 1898          B 

Part of Ms 
726 MD 

94.8m2 Singleton 
Council 

Dedicated 
Reserve 

Public 
Recreation 

8 October 1898          C 

Part of Sec 
18 Town of 
Singleton 

10190m2 Singleton 
Council 

Fee 
Simple 

           D 

 
The four parcels of community land are shown below in Figure 2.1: Cadastral Map of 

Burdekin Park. Three portions of the site are owned by Singleton Council with the fourth being 

owned by the Crown and managed by Singleton Council as Crown Land Manager under the 

CLM Act 2016. Together, these lands are collectively referred to as “Burdekin Park” within this 

document. The Park is bounded by Elizabeth Street to the north; George Street (New England 

Highway) to the east; Hunter Street to the south, and Bourke Street to the west. 

 

Figure 2.1: Cadastral Map of Burdekin Park
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2.3 Context 

Burdekin Park is approximately 1.25 hectares of dedicated reserve located in the centre of 

Singleton, a township in the Hunter Valley Region. The Park is highly visible, located on the 

New England Highway and receives tourist traffic and visitation. The quality of the landscape 

with its remaining large mature trees, historic structures and central location means Burdekin 

Park plays an important role in the life of the town. 

Burdekin Park is Singleton’s premier park, close to the centre of the town. The park has served 

the local community and tourists for 140 years and is a much loved asset. It is well known for 

its WW1 Cenotaph, Boer Memorial, Museum as well as its stately trees and horticultural 

gardens, and as an important location for Anzac Day ceremonies. 

Burdekin Park’s role within the community as a family park is well established. It is valued for 

its social, cultural, horticultural, historical and recreational features, and is important to locals 

and tourists alike. However, for the past 17+ years the Park has become home to a population 

of Flying-foxes that affect its usability because of their impact on amenity, and health concerns 

for the community. Consequently, community pride in Burdekin Park has become eroded over 

this time. 

In 2016, Council determined to prepare a new landscape master plan for redevelopment and 

enhancement of the Park to meet changing community expectations and requirements for 

recreation, and to address the Flying-fox issue. Burdekin Park now requires significant 

reinvigoration due to the fact that the park has fallen into disrepair over the last 17 years, and 

is home to a protected species (the Grey Headed Flying-fox). 

Significant constraints are presently experienced in the Park due to the camp of Flying-foxes 

currently remaining in residence. A number of significant mature trees (40) were recently 

removed due to the safety risk posed to life and property, as highlighted in the arborist’s report. 

While Flying-fox numbers have decreased as a consequence of these tree removals, they 

continue to roost in the remaining trees, and are an important ongoing management 

responsibility for Council. 

This is a challenging outcome, and has not yet achieved the desired outcome of the community 

of moving the camp on. Council has therefore is developing a Flying-Fox Camp Management 

Plan for Burdekin Park (June 2017) for their ongoing management, in response to legislative 

requirements. 

Now is the time to rebuild community pride and ownership in the immeasurably valuable asset 

that is Burdekin Park. The opportunity exists to provide the park with a revitalised design which 

reflects community wishes, whilst also responsibly managing the Flying-fox camp. 

 
2.4 History 

Burdekin Park was originally designated an area of market reserve in the 19th century, first set 

aside in 1835 in a plan of Benjamin Singleton’s private subdivision for the town. A Lock- up 

(1840) and Court House (1841) were established in the north-west corner of the Reserve. 
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Mr Thomas Burdekin, a Sydney merchant, foreclosed on Benjamin Singleton in 1842. From 

the time of Thomas Burdekin’s death in 1844, followed by that of Benjamin Singleton in 1853, 

the land title of the Market Reserve was in dispute between the two families for several years. 

In 1862, the Market Reserve was put up for auction by the Burdekin family. A Mr Walter Rotton 

spoke against the sale on behalf of the town, claiming the land was set aside as a Market 

Reserve by Benjamin Singleton. Not a single bid was received. In 1866, the Burdekin family 

objected to their rate assessment as being too high. Subsequently, the Council provided a 

compromise whereby the family was released from payment of the contested rates. 

In 1878, Council received a considerable number of trees and shrubs from the Botanical 

Gardens in Sydney to be “applied to the purpose of planting the new Recreational Ground 

near the Court House, recently prepared for the reception of trees . . .” (Singleton Argus 13 

July 1878). The plantings consisted of Oaks, Norfolk Island Pines, Moreton Bay Figs and 

Illawarra Flame Trees, and a variety of other shrubs and trees. The Argus recorded that 

“yesterday, the Acting Mayor, Mr Hugh Munro, planted a Flame Tree in the centre of the 

Recreation Ground and formally named the reserve Burdekin Park.” Council labourers 

proceed to plant the remaining trees and shrubs throughout the park. The Argus went on to 

say that “as yet the trees are very small, but the weather being favourable we may soon expect 

to see them growing vigorously”. However, none of these original trees remain in the Park 

today. It is likely that they only lasted a couple of years, as “the Burdekin Park trees have been 

dying and Council has been unable to take the hint . . .” reported an indignant Argus on 26 

May 1880. 

At a Council meeting on 3 September 1879, an Alderman Gray proposed that “the ground 

presented by the Burdekin Family known as Market Reserve was some time ago named 

Burdekin Park by the Acting Mayor, the name be approved of by this Council.” He said he felt 

that the new name was appropriate, and the proposal was carried unanimously. 

By 1868, a new Court House had been built in Elizabeth Street and the old building in the 

corner of the Park was demolished. However, the old Lock-up remained despite being a source 

of annoyance to Park users. A petition to the Colonial Secretary in 1884 objected to “the 

obscene and disgusting language emanating from the prison yard.” 

The Government periodically provided funds for park maintenance and in 1888 monies were 

received for repairs and painting of palisade fencing, seats and lamps. The palisade fence was 

subsequently replaced with an arris rail fence during the 1920s. However the fence around the 

Park was removed altogether in 1955 following the flood of that year. 

A new Lock-up was finally built in Hunter Street in 

1895 and Council applied to have the now 

redundant site incorporated into the Park. The 

Public Trust Act of 1897 enabled this parcel of land 

to be dedicated for public recreation. After some 

renovation, the nearby Gaoler’s Residence, built in 

1874, served as Council Chambers up until 1941. 
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Following the death of Trooper Herbert Waddell of the Bushman’s Contingent in 1900 in the 

Boer War, the Editor of the Singleton Argus proposed a memorial be built in his honour as the 

only local man to die in the war. The Mayoress, Mrs H.A. Bennett unveiled the monument 

exactly three years later on 27 September 1903. A Turco-German Field Gun was also 

presented to the town in 1921 and sited near the memorial, although the current location of 

this gun is not known. 

Following WW1 the foundation stone of the Singleton and District Soldiers & Sailors WW1 

Memorial was laid following the Anzac Day service of 1925. It was unveiled by Major General 

Brand on 29 November of the same year. Constructed of granite with eight polished panels 

containing the names of the fallen, the monument was designed and built by Mr H.J. Bartrop, 

a local stonemason highly praised for his outstanding work. 

On 9 December 1930, electric lights to 

illuminate the monument were switched on 

for the first time. The ceremony was 

performed by the President of the RSL 

Sub-branch. 

Coloured lights surmounted by an 

illuminated star were installed by Rotary 

and Council in a large Pine tree adjacent 

to the New England Highway in December 

1952, just in time for Christmas. The Apex 

Wishing Well and District Directory 

were completed in August 1960. 

 

The Singleton Historical Society took over the former Council Chambers within the Park in 

1963 and incorporated the structures into a new Museum. This building comprised two old 

gaol cells constructed in 1861, the Gaoler’s residence and two additional cells built in 1874, 

as well as the Town Clerk’s office built in 1935. The Museum building was further extended in 

1971. 
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Band recitals have been a feature of 

Burdekin Park for over a century. 

The current Singleton Band 

Centenary Music Shell was officially 

opened on 18 November 1978 by Mr 

G.J. Tredinnick, Chairman of the 

Joint Coal Board. Funds for the 

Music Shell were obtained from 

various local organisations  on behalf 

of the Centenary Citizens 

Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Alexander Munro Memorial Fountain was re- 

dedicated on 20 August 1983 and re-built close to its 

originally intended site in the north-west corner of the 

Park. The ornate drinking fountain had been a gift of 

Alexander Munro to the town in 1887, eventually 

installed at the intersection of George and Campbell 

Streets. Controversy delayed its installation and it was 

not until after Mr Munro’s death in 1890 that the fountain 

found a home. 

 
 
 

However, it became a traffic hazard with increasing motor vehicle traffic and was removed in 

1947. Again due to controversy, it was not re-sited. The fountain was later purchased privately 

and subsequently donated to the Historical Society, together with the remains of the lamp 

section. Finally, the Singleton Rotary Club restored the fountain and it was reinstalled in its 

present location within the Park near the corner of Bourke and Elizabeth Streets. 
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The first record of a Playground in 

Burdekin Park was in 14 October 

1938 when Mr Harry Wright 

presented play equipment to the 

children of Singleton. This 

equipment has progressively been 

replaced over the years. Then in 

1972, the Historical Society acquired 

a blue Fordson Tractor from Mr 

Charlie Hickson of Jerry’s Plan’s and 

a red International Tractor from Mr 

Harry Thomson of Broke. The 

installations, organised by Mr Bob 

O’Hara, still sit in the Park today. 

 

 
In November 2000, the first Grey-headed Flying Foxes appeared in Burdekin Park, and settled 

in the tall stately trees, which provided an urban oasis, otherwise known as a ‘camp’. Use of 

the Park and surrounds was soon compromised due to the noise they made, their excrement 

being dropped throughout the Park, which was accompanied by health concerns from the 

community. 

A steering committee was formed to relocate the Flying-foxes by non-lethal means, such as 

loud noises. While some of these methods were successful, the Flying-foxes then roosted in 

residential backyards, and the program stopped. 

Continued use of the park trees by the Flying-foxes resulted in slow damage to the park’s tall 

stately trees, which became increasingly defoliated and unsafe over time. Significant branch 

drop resulted, with trees going into decline. 

Over the 17 year period, Singleton Council undertook numerous applications to Government 

Departments for tree removal and maintenance. In 2010 8 trees were removed, and 26 trees 

were trimmed, and a tree planting succession plan was adopted by Council, in consultation 

with the community. 

In 2015-2016 the camp size significantly increased with the arrival of Little Red Flying Foxes. 

The playground was closed in October 2015. By March, the whole of Burdekin Park was closed 

due to danger that the damaged trees posed. 

Once a Section 91 Licence was provided by the Office of Environment and Heritage and a 

Section 121 permission was granted by National Parks and Wildlife, 40 dead or dying trees 

were removed from the park, and 28 trees were pruned. The park was reopened in July 2016. 

The Grey-headed Flying Foxes continued to use the park, and Council is developing the 

Burdekin Park Flying Fox Camp Management Plan to outline the options and management 

practices to manage the Flying-foxes. This plan, the PoM and the Landscape Masterplan will 

guide the future development of the park, as well as ensuring the ongoing protection of the 

Flying-foxes. 
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Extensive community consultation and education has underpinned the development of these 

documents. 

 

 

 
 

2.5 Current Built Form & Areas 

Today Burdekin Park contains a variety of built and landscape features of high value to the 

community. Some of the Park’s key features include: 

 Historical Society Museum 
 WW1 Memorial 
 WW2 Memorial 
 Boer War Memorial 
 Centenary Music Shell 
 Rose Garden 
 Mature Trees 
 Alexander Munro Memorial 

Fountain 
 Amenities Block 
 Coach stop 
 Picnic shelters and seating 
 Play equipment 
 Open grass areas with mature trees 
 Sculptural features (e.g. Brownie 

Stump) 
 Apex Wishing Well 
 Pathways and pedestrian access 
 Fenced display of historical 

artefacts 
 Street parking 

 
The condition and use of existing built elements within the Park are outlined in Table 2.3: 

Table 2.3: Existing Buildings and Structures 
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2.6 The Changing Environment: Trees 

Burdekin Park has been the roosting camp of the Grey-headed Flying Fox, a threatened 

species, since 2000. Council intends to sympathetically retain existing natural and cultural 

features within Burdekin Park wherever possible, whilst also managing the resident Flying- 

foxes. The large, shady trees of Burdekin Park have arguably been the most identifiable 

feature of the park. The earliest recorded tree planting was carried out in 1878. However, none 

of these original trees still exist in the Park today. 

Many other trees have been planted over time and many have also died and been replaced. 

Recently, a number of mature trees were removed due to irreparable damage wrought by the 

resident Flying-fox population. The trees were assessed for structural integrity, and safety 

issues were identified, and 40 unsafe trees were removed. Refer Appendix 10.4: Current 

Vegetation Plan for a list of current trees in the park. 

The Flying-foxes continue to roost in the remaining trees, and whilst their numbers have 

reduced, the remaining trees continue the process of slow decline. The future of both the 

stately trees and the Flying-foxes are inextricably linked, and are also somewhat 

unpredictable. 

The ongoing Flying-fox management strategy is outlined in 7.8. 
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The ongoing tree management strategy is outlined in Section 7.3.1. Future tree management 

is committed to retention of as many existing trees as possible, to retain cool shady areas in 

the Park. 

Future tree planting programs will carefully consider the Flying-fox issue. New trees will be 

planted progressively, replacement species will require thorough investigation as to their 

suitability. Selected species will reflect the traditional values and thematic planting in the Park, 

whilst being sensitive to the roosting Flying-foxes. 
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Figure 2.2: Existing Buildings and Structures Plan 
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Burdekin Park Vegetation Cover 2015 
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Figure 2.3: Vegetation reduction in Burdekin Park in recent times 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Burdekin Park Vegetation Cover 2017 
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Section 3 – Legislative Framework 

The legislative and policy frameworks applicable to Burdekin Park are outlined below. 
 

3.1 Local Government Act (1993) 

Community land is categorised and managed according to the provisions of the Local 

Government Act (1993) referred to as “The Act” and the Local Government (General) 

Regulation of 2005. 

Burdekin Park is classified as community land, and hence shall be kept for the use of the 

general community, and not be sold. 

The Local Government Act (1993) gives direction on how a Plan of Management is to be 

written for community land.  

The Act requires land to be categorised depending on how it is intended to be used and 

provides the core objectives for directing the management of land so categorised. 

The categories as applied to Burdekin Park are listed in Section 4: Basis of Management. A 

detailed description of the categories which apply to Burdekin Park and relevant core 

objectives are also provided in Section 4.1 Categorisation of Community Land. 

This Plan of Management has been prepared according to the requirements of both the 

Local Government Act (1993) and the Crown Lands Management Act (2016). 

The NSW Parliament has passed the Local Government Amendment (Governance and 

Planning) Bill 2016, which amends The Act (1993) and focusses mainly on improving council 

governance. Some of the amendments are now in-force, but do not change this PoM in any 

manner. 

 

 
3.2 Crown Land Management Act 2016 

The Crown Land Management Act 2016 (CLM Act) came into effect 1 July 2018. The CLM 

Act allows Councils to manage reserves in the same way that Council-owned land is managed. 

For this process, Council will be required to have a Plan of Management for the Crown reserve. 

This current Plan of Management was adopted under the Local Government Act 1993 in 

December 2017, and did not have statutory recognition under the CLM Act in relation to Lot 

76 DP 755 269. Singleton Council is now required to categorise Lot 76 DP 755 269 under the 

Local Government Act 1993, and section 3.23 of the CLM Act. 

 
3.3 Zoning and Planning Controls 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act (1979) establishes the statutory planning 

framework for environmental and land use planning in NSW. 

Some existing community buildings within Burdekin Park may be redeveloped as part of the 

PoM, requiring a Development Application assessable under Section 79(c) of the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act (1979). The possible impacts of the proposed 

plan will be considered in the light of all relevant planning controls and Council policies. 

Burdekin Park is currently zoned 6(a) Public Open Space and Recreation under the 

provisions of the Singleton Local Environmental Plan (2013). 
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3.4 Heritage 

Council recognises the heritage significance of items by their inclusion in its Local 

Environmental Plan. The use and development of heritage items is then managed through 

Development Control Plans and more specific Conservation Management Plans. The 

inclusion of heritage items within the LEP provides a strong framework to protect these assets. 

This PoM is to be consistent with the LEP framework, and focuses primarily on the nature and 

balance of use, management and care of the Park as a whole. 

Table 3.1: Heritage (from Singleton Local Environmental Plan 2013) 

          
A number of items within the Park are listed on the Council inventory of historic buildings and 

other works/relics. These include the Boer War Memorial and the WW1 Memorial Cenotaph 

and Historical Society Museum. Burdekin Park is also listed within the Singleton Heritage 

Conservation Area and as such there is a requirement for development consent for any 

building or demolition works within the Park. The Heritage provisions of the adopted LEP 

provide further guidance on Works permitted within the Park. Refer Section 5.10 Heritage 

conservation of the Singleton LEP (2013) for further details. 

The mature trees of Burdekin Park have been identified as a factor for the inclusion of the Park 

in the Heritage Inventory (refer Section 3.5 below). Section 5.9 of Council’s LEP provides 

guidance for tree preservation within the Singleton LGA, the objective of which is to preserve 

the amenity of the area through the preservation of trees and other vegetation. Refer Map 4, 

Appendix 10.4 for Current Vegetation Plan in Burdekin Park. Mature trees are marked with an 

asterisk. 

 
3.5 Native Title Obligations 

Lot 76 DP 755269 is subject to Aboriginal Land Claim 43270 lodged 2 February 2017 by 

Wanaruah Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC). 

The Crown Land Management Act 2016 (CLM Act) allows Council to deal with Crown land 
without the oversight of the Minister for Lands and Forestry or the Department of Industry –  

Crown Lands & Water. Council hence will comply with the native title obligations, in 

accordance with the CLM Act. Compliance with the Native Title Act will be facilitated by 

Council’s native title manager. 

 
 

3.6 Other Relevant Legislation and Policies (Commonwealth, State, Local Council) 

a) Threatened Species Conservation Act (1995) 

This Act relates to whether an action is likely to result in an animal listed as a 

threatened species, population or ecological community being harmed. The Grey- 

headed Flying Fox is listed as vulnerable under Schedule 2 of this Act. 

b) National Parks and Wildlife Act (1974) 

The Grey-headed Flying Fox, Little Red Flying Fox and Black Flying Fox are protected 

under Section 98 of this Act. 

c) Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999) 
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This Act is the Australian Government’s centrepiece of environmental legislation 

providing a framework to protect and manage nationally and internally important flora, 

fauna, ecological communities and heritage places. Any action likely to have a 

significant impact on listed threatened species or ecological communities under the 

EPBC Act must undergo an environmental assessment and approval process. 

d) Environmental Planning and Assessment Act (1979) 

This Act considers the impacts on threatened species and endangered ecological 

communities. Local Councils are subject to this Act when creating Development 

Control Plans (DCPs), Local Environmental Plans (LEPs) and other similar policies. 

e) Commonwealth Native Title Act (1993) 

Crown Land managers are responsible for complying with native title legislation in their 

management of Crown land and managers must ensure that their dealings are valid 

and comply with the Act 

f) OEH Flying-Fox Camp Management Policy (2015) 

This policy was established to guide the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) to 

manage and appropriately conserve Flying-fox camps within NSW. 

g) Disability Discrimination Act (1992) 

h) Disability Inclusion Act (2014) 

i) Biosecurity Act (2015) 

The Biosecurity Act (2015) repeals the Noxious Weeds Act 1993 and provides a 

streamlined framework for safeguarding environments and communities from pests, 

diseases and weeds. The Hunter Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan is a 

direct response to this strategic legislative reform. 

j) The Burra Charter 

The Australian ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance, The Burra Charter, 

2013 and the associated series of practice notes provide a best practice standard for 

managing cultural heritage places in Australia. 

 
3.7 Council Planning Instruments, Development Control Plans and Policies 

Council’s strategic documents of greatest relevance to Burdekin Park, are as follows: 

a) Singleton LEP (2013) 
This policy document sets out local government planning provisions for land 
in Singleton in accordance with the relevant standard environmental planning 
instrument under Section 33A of the EPA Act (1979). 

b) Singleton DCP (2014) 
This Plan provides guidance on Council’s minimum requirements for 
building, subdivision and land development with the LGA. 
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Section 4 – Basis of Management 

This Section outlines the future basis of management for Burdekin Park according to existing 

legislation. 

4.1 Categorisation of Community Land 

The management of community land is governed by the categorisation of the land, and the 

core objectives are then established accordingly. More specific management objectives are 

then developed based on these categories. The guidelines for categorisation are set out in the 

Local Government (General) Regulation - 2005. 

According to Section 36 (4) of the Act, Burdekin Park is categorised as: 

a) Park 

b) General Community Use. 

 
Refer Figure 4.1 below for depiction of these zones within the Park. 

 

 

Figure 4.1: Community Land within Burdekin Park 
 

The core objectives for each category are set out in the Local Government Act of 1993. 

Guidelines and core objectives for the Park and General Community Use categories are set 

out in Table 4.1 below. 
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Table 4.1: Guidelines and core objectives of Community Land 

 

(1) Local Government (General Regulation) 2005 

(2) Local Government Act 1993 

 
4.2 Management of Community Land 

Singleton Council will manage community land within Burdekin Park to meet the objectives 

set out in Table 4.1 and Section 6: Leases, Licences and Other Estates of this PoM. The types 

of uses and development which may take place are identified in Section 5: Land Uses and 

Section 7: Landscape Master Plan. 

One of the major issues currently identified for the future management of Community Land 

within Burdekin Park concerns the resident Flying-fox population. Refer Section 7.8 Flying Fox 

Camp Management Plan for more detail on this issue. 

 

4.3 Guiding Principles 

The Singleton community value various aspects of Burdekin Park for different reasons. 

The community’s values were derived from community consultation, and are outlined below. 

These become the guiding principles for park management. 

a) Heritage: Burdekin Park’s Museum, memorials, monuments, and mature trees are 

valued as significant links to earlier times in Singleton, as well as Singleton’s 

contributions to WW1 and WW2. 



26 

Burdekin Park   PLAN of MANAGEMENT   DRAFT JUNE 2017 Burdekin Park PLAN of MANAGEMENT JANUARY 2020 

 

 

 
 

b) Distinctive Setting: Burdekin Park is valued for its distinctive, traditional, nostalgic 

character that is associated with NSW country towns; a town park with formal paths, 

furniture, shelters, garden beds, historic elements and mown lawns. 

c) Community Focus: Burdekin Park is valued as a place which embodies community 

pride in Singleton, has a unique identity, and is an integral part of community life. 

d) Diverse Activities: Burdekin Park is valued as a place which provides for a range of 

recreational opportunities e.g. picnics, playing in playgrounds, visiting the Museum. 

e) Inclusion and Sense of Welcome: Burdekin Park is valued as a place that welcomes 

all people, and is easy to find, enter and use for all the community and tourists alike. 

f) Varied Calendar of Ceremonies & Events: Burdekin Park is valued as a venue for a 

variety of community ceremonies and events, such as ANZAC day ceremonies, 

weddings, concerts, markets etc. and is highly valued as an event space. 

g) Safe Place: Burdekin Park has good lines of sight, and excellent surveillance from 

adjacent properties, and is valued as a safe place for the community to be in. 

h) Community Involvement: The community enjoy being involved in the planning and 

management of Burdekin Park. 

i) Education: Burdekin Park is valued as a place to learn about the history of Singleton, 

its families and Singleton’s involvement in the Boer War, WW1 and WW2. 

j) Maintenance & Management: The community values Burdekin Park as a well 

maintained and managed park. 

Additional specific objectives of this Plan of Management are to: 

a) Undertake ongoing and future planning, design and management of 

Burdekin Park with community input and consultation 

b) Balance the demands of Park development, Flying-fox management, and 

heritage conservation 

c) Provide the park with a new central area as a focus of community pride and 

activity 

d) Manage the resident Flying-fox population for the foreseeable future as 

required under State and Federal Legislation, and Council’s Flying-Fox 

Camp Management Plan for Burdekin Park (2017) 

e) Implement a planting program to progressively replace removed trees, and 

reinstate garden beds 

f) Protect the community by maintaining a safe environment in Burdekin Park; 

g) Implement a balanced and prioritised program of Park improvements; and 

h) Enhance Council’s image through maintaining the buildings and landscape to 

a consistent high quality. 

 
4.4 Key Strategic Directions 

The key strategic directions for the future of Burdekin Park can be summarised as follows. 
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4.4.1 Park Areas 
 

Table 4.2 Management principles and objectives for land categorised as Park 
 

Principle Management Objective 

Heritage Conserve the heritage items and monuments in the park, and 

showcase them prominently. Provide  enhanced  but respectful 

settings for greater public appreciation of 

monuments, memorials, and historic items. 

Distinctive Settlng Maintain the open formal 'County Town Park' layout of the 

Park, showcase and emphasise the park's heritage features, 

and replant characterful, appropriate trees. 

Improve some elements to be more noticeable (e.g. Munro 

Fountain), maintain mown lawns and limit encroachment of 

buildings into space. 

Community Focus Redevelop and maintain the overall aesthetic of Burdekin Park 

to re-establish the park as an asset the community is proud of. 

Promote the Park as a place for community events 

and ceremonies. 

Diverse Activities Re-establish   recreationally  diverse   activities   in   the   Park.. 
Upgrade and enhance the playground to meet children and 
carer's needs and interests. Improve picnic  shelters  - provide 
new bubblers, better bins, and renovate as required to improve 
accessibility and equality of use. Provide mown 
grass for informal games and picnicing. Provide new garden 
beds for general enjoyment. 

Inclusion Improve the park to become more accessible by people with 

disabilities  (e.g. path network). Include facilities to meet a 

broader range of needs {e.g. signage). 

Varied Calendar of Events & 

Ceremonies 

Promote and encourage community-based ceremonies and 

events in the Park. This requires excellent maintenance 

regimes, good marketing, and administration. 

Safe Place Improve park lighting, maintain good sightlines across park, 
and re-design Amenities block to 'Safer-by-Design ' principles. 
Clean park regularly to minimise health risks from Flying 
foxes. 

Community Involvement Continue to involve the community in all decisions regarding 
the park, its design, use, restoration, re-invigoration and 
maintenance. 

Education Augment learning opportunities in the Park, especially 
regarding the Park's history, prominent past town people, Tidy 
Town's awards and the resident Grey-headed Flying Foxes. 
Education panels can highlight salient points. 

Maintenance & Management Continue a regular regime of mowing, tending garden beds, 
cleaning toilets, picnic shelters, seats, paths, and the 
playground. Continue to monitor the large trees to a standard 
where they are safe. 

Flying Fox Camp Management Continue to monitor and maintain large trees favoured by 
flying- foxes. Establish new tree planting in identified Camp 
area. Provide a minimum 5m wide buffer zone to the perimeter 
of th e Camp area. Follow the 2017 Flying-Fox Camp 
Management Plan. Consider options to relocate infrastructure 
items from the Camp area if appropriate. 
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4.4.2 General Community Uses 

Land categorised as General Community Use consists of existing buildings within the Park 

including the Historical Society Museum, which helps to promote a positive local identity. 

Table 4.3: Management principles and objectives for General Community Uses 
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Section 5 – Land Uses 

This Section covers the various types of uses that may be permitted within Burdekin Park. 
 

5.1 Permissible Uses and Developments 

Singleton Council encourages a wide range of uses of Burdekin Park, which includes use of 

the park by people, as well as considering the needs of the resident Flying-foxes. 

The general types of uses which may occur in Burdekin Park and the forms of development 

generally associated with those uses, are set out in Table 5.1. 

There are a number of past and current and desirable permissible uses allowed within 

Burdekin Park. These include: 

a) Visitation to the Singleton Museum (as run by the Singleton Historical 

Society) 

b) Picnics 

c) Playing in playground 

d) Town Band Concerts in the Centenary Music Shell 

e) Anzac Day and other annual services/ceremonies 

f) Carols by Candlelight 

g) Markets and stalls 

h) Weddings 

i) Informal recreation (picnic, ball games etc.). 

 
However, some of these uses and activities are no longer occurring in the Park due to 

ongoing circumstances with the resident Flying-foxes. 

Table 5.1 Permissible uses of land categorised as Park and General Community Use 
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Future uses of the Park may reflect previous uses, whilst also proposing new uses. The future 

use and development of the Park will need to: 

 Meet legislative requirements 

 Be consistent with the guidelines and core objectives of the community and category 

 Be consistent with Singleton Council policies 

Councils policies will continue to develop after the adoption of this PoM. Management of 

Burdekin Park will take into account the policy framework at the relevant time. Substantial 

upgrades and proposed new development will be guided by the Landscape Master Plan. Minor 

upgrades of the Park will be regularly undertaken such as replanting of garden beds, repair of 

play equipment. 

 
5.2 Scale and Intensity of Land Use 

The scale and intensity of land uses within Burdekin Park are expected to increase in the 

future as more people seek improved recreational opportunities, and as the various existing 

features and play areas within the Park grounds are progressively upgraded, relocated and/or 

replaced. 

Existing old play equipment will be replaced with new equipment. Additionally, new accessible 

amenities, paths, picnic shelters and additional park furniture will be installed as part of the 

proposed upgrade works. It is anticipated that these measures will encourage increased Park 

patronage. 

The Museum will be renovated sensitively in keeping with heritage guidelines. 
 

The Park’s location adjacent to the New England Highway makes it an attractive stopover 

point/rest stop for tourists and this use will continue. 

The Park will also contain a dedicated camp area for the resident Flying-fox population. 

All development in the Park will be in accordance with the Landscape Master Plan, and shall 

be respectful of the park’s history, and the public’s aspirations. 

 
5.3 Crown Land 

Crown land is generally reserved for a public purpose, and uses on the reserve must be 

compatible with that public purpose.  

 

The Crown Land Management Act 2016 (the CLM Act) authorises local councils (council 

managers)  appointed to manage dedicated or reserved Crown land to manage that land as if 

it were public land under the Local Government Act 1993 (LG Act)  

 

The management of the dedicated Crown reserve No. R57415 (Portion 76, DP 755269, Parish 

of Whittingham) should align with the reserve purpose, being for Municipal purposes. 
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5.4 Uses and Agreements 
Singleton Council may from time to time enter into or create a range of leases, licences, other 

estates, management agreements, and/or booking arrangements, in order to encourage the 

use of Burdekin Park appropriately and effectively. These arrangements are intended to 

support and encourage a range of uses, which enhance the level of activation and enjoyment 

of the space. 

 

Kiosks, cafés, refreshment facilities, mobile vending, may support the general community 

enjoyment of the park. Each proposal will be reviewed to ensure it is compatible with the 

heritage and scale of the park. The types of uses and agreements, which the Council 

considers appropriate, are described in Section 6. 

 
 

5.5 Bookings and Events 

Burdekin Park is a venue for short term public and private special events of different sizes and 

scale. Singleton Council is responsible for bookings of community land in its Local government 

area. Generally, the Council seeks to encourage a broad and appropriate range of uses within 

its area, such as Anzac Day, Australia Day and Armistices Day. Other seasonal events such 

as the Rotary Christmas Lights or Guide Markets functions have currently ceased in the Park 

due to the persistent Flying-fox presence, but may be able to return in the future once the 

Flying-foxes are contained in one dedicated area of the park. 

Burdekin Park was also popular for weddings, but the Flying-foxes have reduced the popularity 

of these events. The central location, generous open lawns, interesting memorials and high 

quality heritage style and layout of Burdekin Park make it an attractive venue for such 

occasions and this use will potentially increase again once the Flying-foxes are contained. 
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Section 6 – Leases, Licenses and other Estates 

The various leases, licenses and estates applicable to Burdekin Park are briefly outlined 

below. 

6.1 What are Leases, Licenses and Other Estates? 

A lease is a contract between the land owner and another entity, granting that entity the right 

to occupy an area for a specified period of time, for a permitted activity, consistent with the 

zoning of the land. 

The Local Government Act requires that any lease (or licence) of Community Land must be 

authorised by a Plan of Management. The maximum period for a lease (or licence) is 21 years. 

A licence allows occupation, and a clear and transparent way of identifying the permitted 

activity. The main difference between a lease and licence is that a licence does not permit the 

sole, or exclusive, use of the area. Short term licences and bookings may be used to allow the 

Council to program different uses at different times, allowing the best overall use. The Council 

may use short term licences or bookings to manage the types of uses set out in Table 6.1 in 

particular. 

This Plan of Management (PoM) authorises Singleton Council to grant leases, licences and 

any other estates for community land covered in this PoM for purposes and uses which are 

identified in Table 5.1 in Section 5, and Tables 6.1 and 6.2. 

 
6.2 Current Leases, Licences and Other Estates 

There are no current leases in place in Burdekin Park. A draft lease between Singleton 

Historical Society and Singleton Council is underway, but as yet is not finalised. The Historical 

Society have an informal licence with Council to occupy the Museum building. Council 

approved the Historical Society’s occupation of the Museum building in the Council meeting 

of 20 August 1963 for a nominal rental. The Department of Industry – Crown Lands & Water 

require a formal lease between Singleton Council and the Singleton Historical Society for the 

occupation and use of a building on Lot 76 DP 755269. Council must ensure that the use of 

Crown land is compatible with the Reserve purpose under the CLM Act 2016 Council will 

manage 

 Crown land under the LG Act, therefore Council will be required to categorise  
Lot 76 DP 755269 under the LG Act 

 
section 3.23 of the CLM Act. 

.  

 
6.3 Authorisation of Leases, Licences or Other Estates 

This PoM authorises Council to grant leases, licences or any other estates to Community land 

covered in this PoM for purposes and uses covered in Table 6.1 and 6.2. Some of the 

permissible uses may arise from the new vision for Burdekin Park. 
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Table 6.1: Leases, Licences and other Estates 
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Agreements for use of community land may be granted for events of short duration which may be 

anything from a few hours to a few days. These casual arrangements should be for the types of short 

term uses identified in Table 6.2. 

Table 6.2: Short Term Uses 

 
 

The functions and events conducted at each particular location may vary significantly, in light of the 

facilities available in that location. For example, catering services are available in some (not all) 

community buildings. 

In assessing Community land categorized as Park as a venue for any proposed event, the 

Council applies the following minimum criteria: 

a) the event should not result in physical damage to the park 

b) where appropriate, the event should be made available to all sections of the 

community 

c) the event should not result in a significant adverse impact on adjoining residents 

d) organisers of the site should be responsible for cleaning up the site and repairing any 

damage that may occur. 

Fees for short term casual bookings will be charged in accordance with Council’s adopted 

Fees and Charges at the time. 
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Section 7 – Landscape Master Plan 

This Section describes the proposed Landscape Master Plan developed for Burdekin Park as 

part of this Plan of Management and outlines future directions for recreational use and 

development. 

7.1 The Landscape Master Plan: A Vision for Burdekin Park 

A new Landscape Master Plan for Burdekin Park presents a fresh future for the Park, one that 

will enhance the visitor experience and manage the Flying-foxes in the park. Refer Appendix 

Figure 10.5 Landscape Master Plan. 

Burdekin Park will once again become the premier park in Singleton and a significant place 

for the community. Reflecting the community’s values, the park will showcase its cultural 

heritage, and a quality setting for recreational and community activities will be re- established. 

The new vision for the Park is based on the premise that through thoughtful interventions, the 

Park can be improved to provide a more cohesive layout, which simultaneously delivers a 

better experience of being in the park, and appreciation of its heritage. The new design also 

improves the Park’s safety, by introducing a treed buffer to the New England Highway, and 

providing park activities a suitable distance from the highway. The treed area also provides 

the resident Flying-foxes with a camp, in line with legislative requirements for Flying-fox 

management. 

Singleton Council intends to manage Burdekin Park to: 

a) Re-establish and enhance the park’s integrity and distinctive character 

b) Conserve its heritage 

c) Improve the recent buildings in the park to be more sympathetic to the heritage 

setting 

d) Re-establish cultural planting in the park 

e) Upgrade the playground 

f) Ensure equity of access 

g) Manage the resident Flying-fox population 

h) Work with residents, community organisations and government agencies; and 

i) Maintain sound business practice, planning and management directions. 
 

The park will continue to be used primarily for informal/passive recreation activities, and social 

and cultural activities and events. 

 
As part of the process of developing a new landscape master plan for the park, various options 

were provided to the local residents of Singleton to canvass their feedback on various ideas 

for revitalisation of Burdekin Park. 

One of the main ideas that was tested was the possibility of moving the WW1 and WW2 

memorials to the centre of the park – away from the New England Highway, and away from 

the Flying-fox camp. 76 percent of respondents did not wish to see this level of change, and 

this option has not been pursued. 

The master plan and Plan of Management have been developed in alignment with the 

feedback gained from the Councillors and residents, and the attached Landscape Master Plan 

reflects their aspirations and suggestions (refer Figure 10.5 Map 5 – Landscape Master Plan 

Concept 1). 
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It is intended that the Landscape Master Plan be implemented over a ten year period as 

resources become available to Singleton Council. The key design features are identified 

below. 

 
7.2 Heritage 

Heritage items within Burdekin Park are to be retained and enhanced under the proposed 

Landscape Master Plan. These include: 

a) Singleton Museum (original gaol/courthouse) 

b) WW1 Memorial Cenotaph 

c) WW2 Memorial 

d) Boer War Memorial 
 

There are additional historic items in the Park which add to the heritage atmosphere of the 

Park and are not listed heritage items, but are of nostalgic value to the community, and hence 

will also be retained, enhanced and protected. 

These include: 
a) Alexander Munro Memorial Fountain 
b) The Brownie Stump 
c) The Apex Wishing Well 
d) The picnic shelters 
e) The tractors 
f) The historic palisade fence. 

A significant proposal of the Landscape Master Plan is to appropriately focus and terminate 

the wide East-West axis on the Museum Building. The Museum’s Eastern section will be 

sensitively renovated to incorporate a pitched roof more in keeping with the original western 

façade. A formal focus will also be provided at the crossover of the two straight path  systems, 

with garden beds, in keeping with 19th century town park design. 

This new work will provide the park with a much needed formal central space, and additional 

curved side paths will sensitively link the existing historic park features together into a more 

cohesive design. 

The surrounds of the Alexander Munro Memorial Fountain will be enlarged and embellished to 

provide a more suitable environment to enhance this historic feature within the Park, and 

provide a better venue for events e.g. weddings. 
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7.3 Distinctive Landscape Character 

The landscape character of Burdekin Park is largely dependent on its heritage and historic 

items and its mature trees, along with its 19th century geometric layout which has a quiet 

formality. The well-shaded quality of the Park has been severely diminished in recent times 

and further removal of additional trees is likely to reduce its desirable cool, shady nature. 

The Landscape Master Plan builds on the formal park layout by introducing a defined central 

grassed space, with the gas light as its centrepoint. The new curved side paths link the WW1, 

WW2, and Boer memorials, as well as the Museum and sound shell. 

The Museum has a generous paved social space (seating) with a rose-covered pergola 

looking out to the park. Importantly, this space opens into the Museum, and also successfully 

terminates the very dominant and formal East-West axis of the Park (currently this axis weakly 

terminates on a blank wall, and is a departure from 19th Century formal design principles). 

The Munro Fountain and Museum forecourt also continue the geometrical, formal layout 

typical of 19th Century park design – these spaces are generous, showcasing the historic 

elements appropriately (currently the fountain space is too cramped). 

The distinctive character of the Park is further enhanced by the introduction of a robust, co- 

ordinated family of park furniture sympathetic to the heritage atmosphere of the Park including: 

a) Seats 

b) Bins 

c) Bubblers 

d) Signage 
 

There is a considerable amount of existing park furniture throughout the Park – including 

benches, signs, lights, bins, fences, bubblers and some play equipment – but somewhat 

mismatched and installed at various times as Council funds became available. The Landscape 

Master Plan proposes to replace most of these existing elements with a co- ordinated family 

of park furniture. 

7.3.1 Tree Planting 

The new vison for Burdekin Park is dependent on a new tree planting program. New trees not 

only replace felled trees, but also respectfully provide structural formality to the park. 

Proposed trees include: 

a) Low deciduous trees flanking pathways 

b) Low evergreen trees flanking Hunter Street, and providing shade elsewhere in the 

Park 

c) Additional trees to be planted as a small Arboretum in the Flying Fox camp area. 

Refer to Appendix 10.7 for an indicative species list. 
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7.3.2 Garden Beds & Arbours 

Burdekin Park’s garden beds fell into disrepair during the period of time that the Park was 

closed. It is now proposed to provide more garden beds to emphasise park features, in line 

with community wishes. Romantic rose arbours are also proposed, in keeping with 19th Century 

park design. 

Types of planting include: 

a) Formal gardens with low flowering plants (e.g. rosemary), associated with heritage 

settings and buildings 

b) Buffer planting: low plants in continuous garden beds flanking the Flying-fox camp 

area 

c) Informal garden beds with flowering plants adjacent to the playground. 
 

There are a number of arbours and pergolas as follows: 

a) Rose arbours along the East-West axis welcoming visitors into the park 

b) A large pergola with roses growing on it to east side of the Museum 

Refer Appendix 10.7 for suggested Plant Species Lists. 

7.3.3 Signage: The existing signage in the 

Park varies in design, style and condition. 

Future signage will be co-ordinated with 

other park furniture. All new signs should 

be consistent in design, possibly adopting 

a style and colour more sensitive to the 

Park’s overall heritage quality. This will 

include a new “Tidy Towns” display, as well 

as Flying-fox information panels. 

 
 
 
 

Lighting: Lights are currently located down 

both the central paths through the Park, and at 

the Munro Fountain. The Landscape Master 

Plan proposes to unify lighting and adopt a 

design more in keeping with the Park’s 

heritage values. Additional lighting around the 

perimeter of the Park and at the Amenities 

Block may also be included for improved 

security. The heritage gas light will become the 

central feature of the park. 

 

7.3.4 Fencing: Currently the park is fenced only along the Bourke Street frontage in a short 

section relative to the small existing playground area to prevent children from inadvertently 

entering the roadway. The existing timber post and wire fence is unattractive and will be 

upgraded with a more pleasing design incorporated into planting. The Landscape Master Plan 

does not propose to extend the length of fencing further around the park perimeter. The Park 

shall otherwise remain open so as not to restrict access. 
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7.3.5 Wishing Well: The Apex wishing well is proposed to be relocated and rebuilt to a more 

prominent position near the Munro Fountain. This will give it greater visibility (in an open, clear 

location) and better co-location with other loved features such as the Brownie Stump. 

7.3.6 Lawns: Swards of well-maintained mown turf are essential to the success of the 

revitalised vision for Burdekin Park, particularly at the Sound Shell and in the central area of 

the park. Where grass cannot survive under mature trees, neat circles of mulch are 

proposed. 

7.3.7 Flora Management: The two mature Olea europaea subsp. cuspidata to the west of 

the Museum are biosecurity hazards as per NSW Biosecurity regulations of 2017. 

Investigate sterilising the trees through annual injections. General management of pests 

and diseases across the park is important to the overall health of all new and old plant 

material in the park. 

 
7.4 Playground 

The existing playground contains 4 items of 

traditional but ageing play equipment and 

surfacing. The playground is disjointed in 

appearance, and some areas do not comply 

with current playground standards. The 

Landscape Master Plan proposes renovated 

and new playground equipment, redolent of 

traditional playground equipment. 

5 central play activities are proposed: 

a) Double-bay swingset (4 seats) 

(new) 

b) Single spinner (new) 

c) Carousel (current carousel can be renovated) 

d) Climbing item (new) 

e) Double slide (renovated) 

The playground includes seating to ensure carers’ needs are well considered. It is located 

near a large new picnic shelter. 

7.5 Buildings within the Park 

7.5.1 Picnic Shelters: The existing picnic 

shelters are well used and are in a 

reasonable state of repair. The 

Landscape Master Plan proposes to 

improve the accessibility of some (not 

necessarily all) of the shelters, and also 

proposes a new shelter at the 

playground. Placement of bins will also 

be re-addressed. Irregular paving 
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around shelters will be replaced by new 

paving, linking to a new footpath with 

ample kerb ramps. 

 
 

7.5.2 Amenities Block: The Landscape Master Plan proposes to demolish the existing out-of- 

date, non-compliant, Toilet Block and locate an upgraded Amenities Building in a new location, 

where equitable access can be provided from adjacent kerb-side parking in Elizabeth Street. 

The new amenities building will be designed to be in-keeping with the heritage setting of the 

park, and specifically is relocated to a new position in order to respect the heritage curtilage of 

the Singleton Museum. The new location will be close to the footpath, and the design will 

specifically address the safety and comfort of users. 

7.5.3 Singleton Museum: The original part of the Museum which dates back to 1840 will be 

maintained and protected as heritage structure within the guidelines established by the 

appropriate Acts, the LEP and the Burra Charter. 

The accessible entrance will be improved for more equitable entry to the Museum. 
 

The rear (eastern) part of the Museum is proposed to be renovated to achieve some significant 

improvements: 

a) New pitched roof, more in keeping with the original fabric of the Museum building 

b) Potential accessible entrance to the east side of the building to provide equitable 

access to all, and a better address to Burdekin Park 

c) New external display of the Tidy Town awards 

d) Large pergola and seating facing East 

e) Potential external display of the historical artefacts in a secure setting (to the northern 

face of the building). 

7.5.4 Centenary Music Shell: The music shell needs ongoing maintenance in order for events 

to be successfully staged in it. In addition, an access ramp could be investigated to be retrofitted 

to one side of the building. General landscaping could reduce the bulk and scale of the building 

7.5.5 Coach & Vehicle Setdown & Picnic Shelter: The existing shelter is primarily a picnic 

shelter, and hence requires renovation in order to function as both a picnic shelter and coach 

stop. The shelter furniture specifically could be adjusted to be accessible. Accessibility to both 

buses and the rest of the park will be addressed through additional paths and paving. 
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7.6 Events and Ceremonies 

Burdekin Park is a desirable location for annual ceremonies, regular events and other one-off 

formal and informal park events. These have been compromised by the Flying-fox presence, 

and the noisy, busy New England Highway. The Landscape Master Plan provides a new 

central formalised space where ceremonies and events can be safely held in a well delineated 

central area. 

The proposed creation of a central space 

in the park will enhance the experience of 

important annual ceremonies by providing 

a generous and readily accessible open 

space for large crowds to gather more 

comfortably and safely than at present, 

well away from proximity to the adjacent 

highway and Flying-foxes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional event spaces include: 

a) Grassy lawn in front of the Centenary Music Shell (e.g. concerts, performances) 

b) Formal garden and courtyard at the Munro Fountain (e.g. for weddings) 

c) Large new picnic structure at the playground (e.g. for birthday parties) 

d) Large new pergola to east side of Museum (e.g. Probus Club gathering) 

e) Courtyard to west side of Museum (for potential café or small events) 

 
 

7.7 Tourism 

The Park’s location adjacent to the New England Highway makes it an attractive stopover 

point/rest stop for tourists. Street parking is readily available along the highway or on adjacent 

side streets around the Park. This is not expected to change under the proposed Landscape 

Master Plan, however additional accessible parking spots are proposed. The new Amenities 

Block, new playground, and appropriately showcased heritage items will make Burdekin Park 

immensely more attractive to tourists than it is now. The addition of a kiosk and small shop 

could enhance tourist experience. 

The Flying-fox camp area will generate interest, and with appropriate signage, will be well 

appreciated by tourists.
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7.8 Flying-Fox Camp Management Plan 

Flying-foxes within Burdekin Park have been an ongoing problem since 2000 when a camp of 

Grey-headed Flying-foxes took up residence in the park. Since that time, the Flying-fox camp 

has inflicted severe crown damage to the majority of mature trees situated in the Park, and a 

number have died back to the extent that their removal of over 40 trees was 
 

necessary. 

 

 
Despite significant tree removal, the Grey-headed Flying-foxes continue to roost in the Park. 

Noise, droppings and odour are an ongoing concern for many Park users and the local 

community in general. In particular, the following are of concern: 

a) Park elements damaged by faeces 

b) Disruption of Anzac services and other ceremonies 

c) Monthly markets still deterred by smell, faeces and noise of Flying-foxes, 

with impact on stall holders and visitors 

d) Potential health risks have discouraged many Park users and are still 

discouraging visitors; and 

e) Council continues to face maintenance costs to overcome damage wrought 

on the Park by the Flying-foxes. 
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Removal of the camp is considered a high priority to the community, and a number of 

attempts at relocation have been made in recent years. 

 
 
 

 
The situation escalated in 2016 when the resident Grey-Headed Flying-fox population was 

swollen by a large number of little red Flying-foxes. The ensuing damage meant Singleton 

Council was forced to close the Park on 3 March 2016 due to dangerous conditions and 

safety concerns for park users. 

As a consequence of the closure of the 

Park, Council was ultimately successful in 

obtaining a five-year licence from NSW 

Office of Environment and Heritage to 

address the safety of Burdekin Park and 

activities of the Flying-foxes. The  first stage 

was to remove a total of 40 dead and dying 

trees between 1 June 2016 and 6 July 2016. 

The Park was re-opened to the public on 12 

July 2016. 

To date, Council’s response to the issue 

has been constrained because the grey- 

headed Flying-foxes are a protected 

species, and State and Federal legislation 

governs possible actions to relocate the 

camp as well as impacts on Flying-fox 

habitat. 

Council has determined to act, with 

preparation of a strategy document that 

informs this Plan of Management. Refer 

Singleton Council’s Flying-Fox Camp 

Management Plan for Burdekin Park (July 

2017) for details. 

The central recommendation of this document is to pursue a planned management strategy 

to monitor Flying-fox populations across the Park. The Plan adopts a 5-yearly review process, 

dependent on fluctuations in the Flying-fox population. 

Level 2 management actions as defined under the NSW Flying-Fox Camp Management Policy 

(2015) and Camp Management Plan Template (2016) provide for the creation of a central tree 

camp with vegetation buffers to separate Flying-fox activities from the rest of Burdekin Park. 

The intention is to provide a treed camp refuge for the Flying-foxes, delineated from the rest 

of the park by a planted buffer. 

Actions include: 

a) clearing or trimming canopy trees at the camp boundary to create a low buffer; and 

planting low shrubs to define the buffer 
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b) planting and maintaining a nominated tree camp area to the NE sector of the Park 

and manage the Flying-foxes to roost there  
c) ongoing tree management and monitoring over the rest of the park. 

 
Heat stress affects flying-foxes when temperatures reach 42°C or more. Over the past two 
decades, a number of documented reports have shown results in significant flying-fox 
mortality. Heat stress or hyperthermia occurs when the body produces more heat than it can 
dissipate. Post-mortems suggest that flying-foxes mainly die from resulting heat shock i.e. the 
body can no longer function effectively. 
 
In July 2019, tree water misters were installed at the Flying-fox camp in Burdekin Park to help 
prevent heat stress within the bat colony.  

 
Removal of damaged vegetation (from Flying-fox occupation), together with establishment of 

replacement trees and strategic planting of shrubs (particularly species known to be unsuitable 

for Flying-fox foraging or roosting habitat) will improve amenity of the Park over time. Tree 

removals will only occur on the basis of an arborist’s advice. 

 
7.9 Other Issues 

The ability of Burdekin Park to withstand high numbers of users has been an issue in the past. 

However, due to recent problems caused by the Flying-fox population, Council is now keen to 

encourage visitors to return to the Park and for it to regain its status as the town’s premier 

recreation destination. 

The Landscape Master Plan takes into account the need for the Park to accommodate special 

social occasions that once occurred regularly in the calendar of events for the town. See also 

Section 5.5. Bookings and Events. 

Open access for Singleton residents and visitors alike is to be encouraged and the Park 

remains free to all users. Ample street parking is available on all the surrounding streets, with 

limited accessible parking spots available on Bourke Street. It is important that all access 

points into the Park be redesigned to accommodate the disabled, and that all pathways are at 

accessible grades. 

Security at night and vandalism are ongoing issues for Council that the Landscape Master 

Plan will address with increased perimeter lighting and encouraging better surveillance by 

enhancing the perception of Park quality. A more visually attractive Burdekin Park will 

encourage usage, hence increasing overall safety and discouraging vandalism. 
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Section 8 – Strategy and Action Plan 

This Section provides a Strategy and Action Plan for Burdekin Park. 

Section 36 of the Act requires that a PoM for community land demonstrates:- 

a) The means by which Council proposes to achieve the Plan’s objectives and 

performance targets; and 

b) The manner in which Council proposes to assess its performance with 

respect to the Plan’s objectives and performance targets. 

Table 8.1 below sets out these requirements. 
 

Table 8.1: Strategies and Action 
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subs p. cuspidata injection of trees to 

ensure sterility as 

per regulations 

  produce fruit & 

seeds 
Council 

Maintenance Ongoing Park 

maintenance 

High OP Maintenance to 

reduce over time as 

park is restored in 

accordance to 

budget 

Singleton 

Council 

Existing playground Remove or 

renovate non- 

compliant 

equipment. 

Upgrade and 

eventually rep,lace 

oth er play 

equipment 

Medium 

- High 

OP Children and 

parent s re-frequent 

play facilities 

Singleton 

Council 

New tree planting Plant new trees 

progressively over 

time e.g. avenue 

trees, camp area 

trees 

Medium OP Evaluate against 

landscape 

masterplan 

Singleton 

Council 

Garden beds and 

new arbours 

Expand and re- 

plant 
Medium OP New garden beds 

with thriving 

plantings 

Singleton 

Council 

Historic WW1 

Memorial Cenotaph 

& WW2 Memorial 

Provide additional 

plinths to 

commemorate 

returned WW2 

service men and 

women 

Medium cw Success of future 

Anzac Day 

ceremonies. 

Singleton 

Council & RSL 

Sub-branch 

Explore additional 

community use of 

buildings, which 

reflect community 

values (but give 

priority to the 

Historical Society & 

Museum & 

Singleton Museum) 

Develop licences 

to support 

adaptive uses. 

Renovate building 

accordingly, to 

limited increased 

footprint area) 

Medium OP Variety of 

agreements in place 

Singleton 

Council & 

Various 

community 

groups 

Investigate tourism 
potential 

Feasibility study to 

explore 

oppo rtunit i es 

Medium OP Feasibility report to 

identi fy. Increased 

tourist visitatlon 

Singleton 

Council & 

partner 

In vestigate 

alternative income 

streams 

Feasibility study to 

explore income 

models 

Medium OP Increased bookings, 

& financial 

contributions 

Singleton 

Council 

Revie w booking 

system so that 

community can 

more easily book 

available building 

space 

Update website Medium OP Increased book.ings Singleton 

Council 

Park Furniture Develop style 

guide for entire 

park 

Medium cw Unified furniture Singleton 

Council 
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8.2 Maintenance 

Maintenance of Burdekin Park is carried out in line with Singleton Council’s Parks 

Maintenance specifications and Singleton Council’s building maintenance specifications. 

Burdekin Park is an iconic park, and hence will receive the highest service levels for: 

a) Turf and lawn maintenance 

b) Horticultural maintenance 

c) Arboriculture maintenance 

d) Infrastructure maintenance 

e) Cleansing maintenance 

f) Waste management 

g) Repair of vandalism 

 
8.3 Funding 

Funding is integral to implementing this plan ad falls into two categories: 

a) Capital works involving construction and development of new facilities; and 

b) Maintenance and management of the park. 

The implementation of this PoM is achieved through its linkage with Council’s management 

plan, operational budget, and capital works program. 

Council currently funds management and maintenance costs through its annual budget 

allocation, and uses capital funds and section 94 funding for capital and non-recurrent 

works. 

Funding arrangements for the park need to address recurrent costs of management and 

maintenance, together with capital costs for new facilities or upgrading works. Funding for 
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construction of new facilities is generally through the annual budget funded through NSW 

Government grant allocations, which may involve matching funding from Council. 

 
Priority actions are listed which will assist in preparing forward open space work programs 

and annual budgets. The action plan tables should be reviewed and revised yearly in 

accordance with Council’s budgets, capital works program and changing priorities. 

Sources of funding include but are not limited to: 

a) Section 94 contributions – utilised for new landscaping and/or facilities 

complementary to the core management objectives 

b) Partnerships – there is an opportunity to develop further partnerships with residents 

and interested people in relation to park improvements and ongoing management, 

such as bush regeneration 

c) Park revenue – income from the Park is generated by lease and licence fees, and 

from applicants for approved functions and events; and 

d) Grants – several state and federal government grants are available to assist with 

capital works in the park. 
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Section 9 – Change and Review of Plan of Management 

This Section provides criteria for future review of the PoM for Burdekin Park. 
 

9.1 Review of this Plan of Management 

It is envisaged this Plan of Management will remain valid for a minimum of ten (10) years. 

However, Singleton Council may review the PoM as the need arises, for example changed 

circumstances with the current Flying-fox camp within the Park. 

Both the Local Government Act (1993) Sections 41-42, and the Crown Land Management Act 

2016, have provisions for the Review of Plans of Management. 

Council will continue to consult and engage with the community and relevant stakeholders 

concerning the key actions and programs of this PoM and the future of Burdekin Park. 

9.2 Scale of Intensity of Future Uses 

The scale of intensity of proposed future uses or development depends on: 

a) The nature of the approved uses 

b) Master planning of specific areas 

c) Community consultation 

d) The capacity of the Park and its facilities to absorb the future use 

e) Approved development applications 

f) Approval from all relevant Government Stakeholders authorities 

 
9.3 Permitted Future Uses and Developments 

It is not possible to forecast every activity, development or structure that may occur in Burdekin 

Park. These may be proposed in an application for the park, because funding or another 

opportunity becomes available, or to address a future need or management issue. Guidelines 

for assessing these uses are outlined below. 

 
9.4 Legislative requirements 

Under the Local Government Act 1993, uses and developments within community land must 

be in line with the guidelines for land categorisation and the core objectives of that category. 

Leases and licences over community land must also follow the requirements of the act. 

 
9.5 Zoning 

The Local Environmental Plan sets out in general terms what types of developments are 

permissible within the 6a Public Recreational zone, and provisions for conservation of heritage 

items. 

All proposed uses, development and building works in this Burdekin Park Plan of Management 

are in line with the Local Environmental Plan. These may require a development application 

and construction certificates in line with the Environment Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

The PoM is an important supporting document for any proposed works. Any development 

applications, proposed works and major management issues will be publicly advertised to 

residents for information and comment. 
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9.6 Permitted Activities 

Activities that are permitted within Burdekin Park should be consistent with: 

a) The objectives of this PoM (section 4) 

b) The objectives for management of the park (section 4) 

c) The reserve purpose of the Crown land parcel 

d) Relevant legislation (section 3) 

e) The categorisation of community land 

f) The zoning under the Local Environmental Plan (section 2) 

g) Community values of the park (section 4) 

h) Community objectives for the park (section 4) 

i) The future roles of the park (section 5); and 

j) Additional guidelines for assessing future uses and developments (section 7). 

 
The current and future purposes, and their scale and intensity, for each management 

precinct are listed in Table 9.1 below. 

 
Table 9.1: Future use and development of the Park 
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Section 10 - Appendices 

10.1 Map 1 - Site and Locality Plan 
 

10.2 Map 2 - Cadastral Map of Burdekin Park 
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10.2 Map 2 - Cadastral Map of Burdekin Park 
 



56 

Burdekin Park   PLAN of MANAGEMENT   DRAFT JUNE 2017 Burdekin Park PLAN of MANAGEMENT JANUARY 2020 

 

 

 
 

10.3 Map 3 – Current Site Survey (2016) 
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10.4 Map 4 – Current Vegetation Plan (2017) 
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10.5 Map 5 – Landscape Master Plan 
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10.6 Indicative Plant Species List for Burdekin Park 

 
Prepared by Elizabeth Swane -Horticultural Consultant - July 2017 

 

ROSE ARBOURS WITH CLIMBING ROSES 

Pillars, posts and sides of pergolas 

 Rose Climbing ‘Iceberg’ – white , lightly 
scented 

 Rose Climbing ‘Pinkie’ – rose pink, 

small cluster flowers 

 Rose Climbing ‘Seduction’ – soft blush 
pink to white 

 Rose Climbing ‘Manita’ – rose pink 

 Rose Climbing ‘Golden Celebration’ – 

David Austin golden yellow fragrant 

 Rose Climbing ‘Dublin Bay’ – blood red 

 

 
Above: Seduction 

Left: Golden Celebration - David Austin Roses 

Below: Pinkie 

 

Over tops of pergolas and arbours - Large growers 

 Rose Climbing ‘Zephirine Drouhin’ – cerise pink, highly fragrant relatively thornless so 
good near pedestrian traffic 

 Rose Climbing ‘Pierre de Ronsard’ – cupped Pink and white blooms 

 Rose Climbing ‘Albertine’ – blush ivory 

 Rose Climbing ‘Laguna’ – deep pink 

 Rose Climbing ‘Madam Gregoire Staechelin’ – pink 

 Rose Climbing ‘Crepuscule’ – apricot fragrant almost thornless 

 Rose Climbing ‘Gold Bunny’ – bright yellow 

 Rose Climbing ‘New Dawn’ – blush pink 

 Rose Climbing ‘Peace’- double yellow flushed pink (nice choice near the cenotaph/ 
remembrance of WW2) 

 Climbing ‘Lamarque’ – white fragrant 

 Rose Climbing Rosa banksiae ‘Lutea’ – yellow banksia rose 
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Climbing Laguna photo by Robert Bruce Climbing Manita photo by Robert Bruce 

 
Suggested colour blends – i.e. one up verticals the other over the top 

 Whites with pinks, yellows or apricots 

 Pinks with deeper pinks 

 Reds with pink or white 

 Yellows with apricots or with white 

 

Note for wedding ceremonial space (Munro Fountain) and the amenities block – 

Trachelospermum jasminiodes could be used to climb up the pergola posts combining with 

roses for fragrance and evergreen look. 

WEDDING SPACE: MUNRO FOUNTAIN 

Any of the smaller climbing roses are suitable as listed 

above for pillars, posts, and sides of pergolas. Best 

choices: 

 Pinkie, Iceberg 

 Zephirine Drouhin/Mme Gregoire Staechelin over 
the top of the structures 

Crepuscule roses can be used as hedging – apricot, lush 

foliage gorgeous (good for 9 months- bare in winter) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above: Zephirine Drouhin 

Left: Climbing Iceberg (white) and 

Madame Gregoire Staechelin Pink 

photo by Robert Bruce 
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Taller edges 

 Pyrus ‘Chanticleer’ – flowers in spring and green foliage summer 

 Crab Apple – use Malus Ionensis – small tree 

 Screen hedges: Raphiolepis intermedia – white Indian hawthorn 

 
Lower hedges 

 Choisya ternate – Mexican Orange blossom – fragrance 

 Lonicera nitida ‘Aurea’ – Golden boxwood – lime green in colour 

 Raphiolepis indica ‘Cosmic White’ or ‘Cosmic Pink’ 

 Raphiolepis ‘Oriental Pearl’ – low buns 

 Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Tuscan Blue’ 

 

Mass planted flower beds with colourful long lasting perennials including: 

 Centranthus ruber – Pink and white Valerian 

 Lavandula stoechas ‘Avonview’ – Lavender 

 Nepeta x faassenii – Catmint 

 Salvia leucantha ‘Santa Barbara’ 

 Salvia microphylla ‘Hot Pink’ or ‘Heatwave Blast’ 

 Sedum ‘Autumn Joy’ – grey textural foliage, autumn flowers 

 Stachys byzantine – Lambs ears 

 
 

SHRUBS FOR GARDEN BEDS 

Flowering shrubs 

 
Evergreen to 1m 

 Choisya dewitteana ‘Aztec Pearl’ (also Hedging ) 

 Choisya ternata (1.5m) – Mock Orange 

 Cistus creticus – Pink Rock Rose 

 Escallonia spp.incanus ‘Pink Pixi’ (also hedging) species name: exoniensis 
 Raphiolepis indica ‘RAPH01’ Cosmic White Indian Hawthorn 

 
Evergreen to 2m 

 Abelia x hybrid – Abelia 

 Callistemon – e.g. Candy Pink, Hot Pink 

 Kolkwitzia amabilis – Beauty Bush 

 Michellia figo – bubblegum scent could be fun in kids area bulky shrub – 3-4 m 

 Viburnum tinus – Lauristinus 

 
Deciduous flowering shrubs to 2 m 

 Buddleja – Buzz series to 1m ‘Buzz Ivory’, Purple, Pink, Velvet, compact growers 

 Chaenomeles japonica – Flowering Quince, winter flowering 

 Cotinus coggygria – Smoke Bush – fabulous spring/summer plumes 

 Lagestroemia indica ‘Diamonds in the Dark’ range (from 1m tall) – burgundy foliage , 

summer flowers 

 Spiraea cantoniensis ‘Lanceolata’ May Bush – white spring flowers 

 Spiraea thunbergii – Thunbergii May Bush – white spring flowers 

 Vibirnum opulus – Snowball 

 Viburnum plicatum ‘Mariesii’ – Japanese snowball 
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Roses for garden beds 

Floribunda roses – rounded with lots of flowers top to bottom, easier to maintain and prune 

 Rose ‘Apricot Nectar’ – apricot 

 Rose ‘Blushing Pink Iceberg’ – soft pink 

 Rose ‘Burgundy Iceberg’ – burgundy 

 Rose ‘Gold Bunny’ – golden yellow 

 Rose ‘Iceberg’ – white 

Rose beds can be bordered with low hedging Escallonia ‘Pink Pixie’, Euonymus ‘Tom Thumb’ 

or Lonicera ‘Aurea’ – this gives structure when roses are bare. 

Mix roses with selection of perennials from the preferred list (see Wedding Space) – diversity 

confuses pests and adds interest when roses are between flowerings. 

Hedging plants Low: 1m and under 

 Choisya ternata ‘Aztec Pearl’ (also Hedging) 

 Escallonia spp. incanus ‘Pink Pixi’ (also hedging) 

 Euonymus japonicas var.microphyllus ‘Tom Thumb’ evergreen dark green shiny – 

excellent shrub instead of slower growing English Box 

 Lonicera nitida ‘Aurea’ – offers fast growth can be pruned under 1m also – good choice 

around flower tapestry 

 Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Tuscan Blue’ – upright (can be left to reach 1.5m) 

 Teucrium fruticans – Shrubby Germander – grey foliage/good near roses, grey acts as 

foil for perennial flowers 

 
Taller: 1m plus 

 Buxus microphylla var. japonica – better choice in heat 

 Buxus sempervirens – English box 

 Escallonia rubra 
 Euonymus japonicas var.microphyllus ‘Tom Thumb’ to 1.3m 

 Lonicera nitida ‘Aurea’ - offers rapid growth can be pruned under 1m also – tougher 

than traditional box in heat (good choice near kids area as grows back after its been 
knocked around) 

 Viburnum odoratissimum ‘Dense Fence’ (Ozbreed) – a good one near kids area – bulky 

and tough 

 
Planting and spacing 

 Space compact growers 400-500mm apart 

 Low growers 500 to 750mm apart 

 Space medium growers 750 to 1m apart 

 Tall growers 1 to 1.5m apart 

 
Hedges are long term plantings. Dig a trench along the intended row so the roots can spread 

sideways then prepare the soil really well by incorporating plenty of compost or aged manure. 

Due to close planting and root competition, hedges need regular water and fertiliser application 

to promote even steady growth. Once established they benefit from additional watering during 

warmer months. Mulch well with compost or aged manure in spring and apply controlled 

release fertiliser in spring and autumn. 
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CENOTAPH SURROUNDS 

 Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Tuscan Blue’ – upright hedging/ edging (can be left to reach 

1.5m) 

 Rosa ‘ Iceberg’ – bushes, mass planted 1-1.5m apart pruned as dense bank, not as 

individuals 

 Commemorative roses; Rosa ‘WW2 Memorial rose’, ‘Peace Rose’, ‘RSL Rose’, 

‘Gallipoli Centenary Rose’, ‘We Salute you Rose’, ‘Veterans Honour Rose’ 

 Massed Salvia leucantha ‘Santa Barbara’ (low rounded 600 x 600mm) – long flowering, 

cut to base after frost has passed 

 Mass plant Nepeta x faasenii – Cat Mint under roses – classic and lovely 

 Stachys byzantina ‘Lambs ears’ – silvery grey foliage ground cover 

 

FLOWER TAPESTRY FOR GARDEN BEDS 

 Achillea millefolium – many available – Peachy, Seduction, Pineapple, Mango, summer 

flowers 

 Bidens ferrurifolia ‘Rockstar’ – bright yellow autumn and winter flowers 

 Centranthus ruber – Pink or White or red Valerian – it will fill beds and flower prolifically 

from spring to late summer – it’s cheap (can be grown from seed and self seeds readily) 

 Cistus x lenis ‘Greyswood Pink’ – a small shrub, mounded habit – flowers prolifically in 

hot places 

 Dianthus ‘Memories’ or ‘Sugar Plum’ – double white, attracts butterflies 

 Helichrysum petiolare – Licorice plant – silver grey mounded foliage, use as blobs in 

centre, or backdrop / foil for other colours 

 Hylotelephium spectabile ‘Autumn Joy’ Sedum – tough succulent – grey textural foliage 

followed by summer flowers and autumn seed heads 

 Lavandula – use French Lavender or Italian crosses such as Avonview 

 Leucanthemum superbum - Shasta daisy – big white daisy flowers 

 Low growing Dahlias to 80cm – 1m such as ‘Hammett’ Series ‘Tikoti Point’ ‘Home Run’ 
‘Love Affiar’ ( don’t need staking ) 

 Nepeta x faassenii – cat mint – silvery grey foliage tall mauve flowers spring to summer 

 Pennisetum advena ‘ Rubra’ – purple foxtail grass 

 Phlox carolina ‘Minnie Pearl’ – white tall 

 Phlomis fruiticosa – Jerusalem Sage – yellow flowers upright grey foliage – tough 

flowering 

 Salvia leucantha ‘Santa Barbara’ – around 45 cm x 60 cm mounded bun flower summer 

and autumn – prune annually 

 Salvia microphylla – heatwave series – such as heatwave ‘Hot Pink’, ‘Hot Lips’ (red and 

white), or ‘Blast’ pink 

 Salvia ‘ Phyllis Fancy’ – 1.5m tall, very long flowering 

 Salvia ‘Waverley’ – big filler, bushy, 1m x 1m – will fill space quickly flowers for 10 

months 

 Santolina chamaecyparis – silver bush 

 Tulbaghia violacea – Society Garlic, tough long flowering tufty plant 

 
Annuals: These flower beds could be “seeded” with self perpetuating annuals like Cosmos, 

Alyssum, sunflowers, zinnias 
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BUFFER ZONE BETWEEN WW1 & WW2 MEMORIALS & FLYING FOX CAMP 

Low, spiny spiky scratchy plants for buffer zone 

 Acacia craspedia 
 Acacia linata 
 Berberis Helmond Pillar (this could also be a feature plant in the central walkway) 

 Berberis thunbergii ‘Atropurpureum’ (shrub) 

 Bougainvillea glabra ‘Bambino Nonga’ – groundcover bougainvillea 

 Callistemon citrinus ‘Kings Park Special’ – tall shrub 

 Chaenomeles japonica – Flowering Quince (shrub white and pink) 

 Citrus glauca ‘Desert Lime’ (tree) 

 Cratageus lavegata ‘Pauls Scarlet’ – Hawthorn – medium tree must be cultivar – others 

weedy 

 Eleagnus pungens – thorny, scratchy 

 Hakea laurina ‘Stockdale Sensation’ 

 Mahonia aquifolium – Oregan Grape 

 

TREES FOR ARBORETUM/FLYING-FOX CAMP AREA 

 Acacias native to area 

 Araucaria araucana – Monkey Puzzle 

 Araucaria bidwillii – Bunya 

 Araucaria cunninghamiana – Hoop Pine 

 Brachyhiton acerifolius – Illawarra Flame Tree 

 Brachychiton discolour – Lacebark tree 

 Cratageus mexicana – fruiting – ornamental yellow fruit cratageus hardy in country 

parks 

 Cydonia sinensis – Chinese Quince 

 Eucalyptus sp – native to area 

 Gingko biloba – Maiden hair tree 

 Jacaranda mimosifolia – Jacaranda 

 Koelreuteria paniculata – Golden Rain Tree 

 Pyrus nivalis – Snow pear 

 Pyrus ussuriensis – Manchurian pear 

 Quercus pallustris – Pin Oak 

 Wollemia noblis – Wollemi Pine 

 

SMALL FLOWERING/ORNAMENTAL TREES FOR FORMAL AVENUES 

Lagestroemia indica ‘Tusacora’ – deep pink 

‘Yuma’ – Pale Pink 

‘Natchez’ – white 

Prunus cerasifera ‘Nigra’ – single flowering pink flowering plum, deep purple foliage 

Prunus x bliriana – flowering plum, bronze foliage double pink flowers. 
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TALL TREES WITH THORNS 

 Brachychiton discolour – Pink lacebark 

 Carpinus Belatus – Hornbeam 

 Crataegus laevigata – Hawthorn 

 Doryalis caffra – Kei apple 

 Robinia pseudoacacia – Black locust tree 

 Vachellia xanthophloea – Fever tree 
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1.1 Background
Burdekin Park is Singleton’s premier park, close to the centre of Singleton, on the New England 
Highway. The 1.4 hectare park has served the local community and tourists over the last 140 
years, and is a much loved asset. It is valued for its social, horticultural, historic and recreational 
features, and is important to locals and tourists alike.
The park has had fl uctuating numbers of fl ying foxes over the years since November 2000. In 
this time, the Grey Headed Flying Fox has established a maternity camp. The numbers of fl ying 
foxes over the years has had an impact on the trees in the park, which has caused signifi cant 
decline in the health of the trees. To mitigate the risk that the trees posed to the community and 
infrastructure, many of them were removed over the years due to their poor state. These actions 
were completed under approvals from The NSW Offi ce of Environment and Heritage via an 
application of a Section 91 Licence and from recommendations by a Consultant Arborist. 
A new Flying Fox Camp Management Plan for Burdekin Park is currently being written following 
new guidelines  from The NSW Offi ce of Environment and Heritage.
This Community Consultation Report is important in preparing the New Burdekin Park Plan of 
Management and Landscape Master Plan for the park. The intent is now to rebuild community 
pride and ownership in the immeasurably valuable asset that is Burdekin Park.

This has commenced with broad community consultation with the local community. This 
report summarises the process and outcomes of the recent community consultations, and the 
suggestions from the community are summarised at the end of the report as a Design Brief. 

1.2 Purpose of this Report
This report has two purposes:

 ■ This summary of community input and the resulting Design Brief will be used to assist the 
planning and design of Burdekin Park. The Plan of Management will be rewritten, and a 
new Landscape Masterplan will be developed for the park. 

 ■ This report informs Council and the community about the consultation process and its 
results.

1. Introduction

Park entry at South-East corner - New England Highway
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The town of Singleton is the centre of the Singleton Local Government Area. Burdekin Park in 
particular has been known as the heart of the town, and as such, it is vital to consult with the 
community and involve them in the future planning and design of the park.

2.1 Demographics
The Singleton Local Government Area (LGA) covers 4,893km2 and is located 200km north-west of 
Sydney and 80km inland from Newcastle. It includes the township of Singleton, as well as a number 
of villages including Hunterview, Singleton Heights, Wattlepond, Broke, Milbrodale, Bulga, Jerrys 
Plains, Putty and rural areas such as Whittingham, Mount Olive, Belford, Kirkton, Camberwell and 
Elderslie.

There are 14,149 people living in the Singleton Town area, which is made up of:
 ■ Singleton - 5,511
 ■ Singleton Heights - 4667
 ■ Hunterview - 2,647
 ■ Wattleponds - 1,324

The total number of people living in the township of Singleton is 5,511, representing 38.9% of the 
total number of residents living in the LGA as a whole.

Source: http://www.communityprofi le.com.au/singleton

2. The Singleton Community
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3. The Communication Plan 
3.1 Purpose of the Communication Plan
Singleton Council has developed a Communication Plan for Burdekin Park, the purpose of which
is to ensure the community has the opportunity for input and participation in the review of the Plan 
of Management, development of a landscape masterplan and ultimately, the future of Burdekin Park.

Community engagement and consultation is an important requirement of the Plan of Management 
process legislated under the Local Government Act 1993. In addition, Singleton Council recognises 
the historic, cultural and social signifi cance of Burdekin Park and as such, community input and 
ownership is an important factor of this process.
The Communication Plan details the steps in the process and the opportunities for community 
involvement.

3.2 Communication Objectives

The Communication Plan has the following objectives:

 ■ The community is well informed of the situation at Burdekin Park, and steps being taken to 
address the fl ying fox population in the fi rst instance and the impacts on the amenity of the 
park;

 ■ The community is provided the opportunity of asking questions and providing feedback at 
all stages during the review of the Burdekin Park Plan of Management and development of 
a landscape masterplan for the site;

 ■ Communication and consultation is genuine, timely and responsive;
 ■ The community is well informed of the outcomes of the review process.

This report’s purpose is to report back to the community on the recent consultation process, and 
underpins the Plan of Management and Landscape Masterplan development.

3.3 Steps in the Process
This report is the culmination of 5 steps as outlined in the Communication Plan:
 a) Workshop with Councillors
 b) Development of an on-line survey
 c) Consultation period (on-line survey and face-to-face meetings)
 d) Compilation of results
 e) Report outlining results

3.4 Communication with the Community
Singleton Council promoted the process, methodology and timing for community consultation on 
Council’s Website, Council’s Facebook account, in the local newspaper, and face-to-face at the 
Johns Street Christmas event.
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As set out in the Communication Plan, several forms of consultation took place in the process 
engaging the Singleton Community in the future planning and design of Burdekin Park: 

 ■ A survey in the form of a questionnaire was made available for the community to fi ll-in (online 
and paper hand-outs);

 ■ A workshop was held with Councillors;
 ■ An informal meeting was held with Community Groups in the park;
 ■ Letters were sent to Council regarding the park;
 ■ Face-to-face consultation was held with the public at the “Christmas on John Street” event.

4.1 The Survey
The survey targeted both the current state of the park, as well as possible future design 
considerations. Demographic information of the respondent was also captured. The questions 
asked were:

 ■ What is important to you about Burdekin Park?
 ■ How often do you visit Burdekin Park?
 ■ Would you visit the park after it is upgraded if the fl ying foxes are still present?
 ■ What do you think of the following design considerations? (list provided)
 ■ Where do you live?
 ■ What is your age?

The survey was made available online to the community via Council’s website and Counci’ls 
Facebook account. Paper copies were also provided at the Christmas street market held in 
November 2016 (see Appendix A for a copy of the survey). 

4.2 Councillor Workshop
A workshop was held with Councillors at Singleton Council on the 14 November 2016. The purpose 
of the workshop was to inform the Councillors of progress regarding Burdekin Park and also to give 
them the opportunity to have their say in the park’s redevelopment. 

A workshop technique called P3 T (Paper, Passing, Purpose, Tool) was used, where Councillors fi rst 
individually wrote down their visions for Burdekin Park, followed by the principles of how to achieve 
the vision. Consensus was achieved by a simple voting system where the sheets of paper were 
passed around the group and phrases that people agreed with were underlined by participants. The 
results were workshopped and will guide the future design of the park.

4.3 Meeting with Community Groups
An informal meeting was held with members of the Singleton Historical Society and the Local 
Resident  Community Representative, Mrs J Wyllie, in a picnic shelter in Burdekin Park on the 14 
November 2016. The discussion captured the attendees’ concerns, and suggestions for the future 
rejuvenation of the park and its facilities. 

4. The Consultation Process
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4.4 Letters to Council
Two letters were sent to Council from Singleton Tidy Town Committee and the RSL of Australia 
- Singleton Sub-Branch.  The letters summarised both groups’ suggestions for the redesign of 
Burdekin Park.
(Refer to Appendix C & D)

4.5 “Christmas on John Street” Event
Singleton Council offi cers attended this informal community event in Singleton and handed-out 
paper copies of the survey form to the public.

4.6 Target Audiences
Community consultation processes targeted people of all ages.  Input was gained from residents 
of Singleton and those from further afi eld (recognising that Burdekin Park is of interest to a broad 
community).

4.7 Consultation Period
Singleton Council conducted various types of consultation within the local community throughout 
the summer of 2016/17. The timing of the community consultation has been as follows:

 ■ RSL of Australia - Singleton Sub-Branch (11 November 2016);
 ■ Singleton Tidy Towns Committee letter (14 November 2016);
 ■ Councillor workshop (14 November 2016);
 ■ Meeting with community groups (14 November 2016);
 ■ Online survey (25 November 2016 to  31 January 2017);
 ■ Christmas on John Street event (25 November 2016).

4.8 The Consultation Review Team
Singleton Council commissioned Architects of Arcadia, (the design team engaged in the redesign of 
Burdekin Park) to analyse and summarise the consultation results.
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Downtown

Singleton Heights
area

Singleton villages

Out of town

No comment

 

 5. Survey Results  

Where do you live?  No. of 
ppeople 

Percent 
((%) 

Downtown 85 35 
Singleton Heights area 90 37 
Singleton villages 13 5 
Out of town 53 22 
No comment  2 0.8 
Total  243   

  

Your age?  No. of 
ppeople 

Percent 
((%) 

0-18years 8 3 
19-29years 45 19 
30-45years 76 31 
46-60years 82 34 
61+years 29 12 
No comment 3 1 
Total  243   

  

8 
45 

76 

82 

29 3 
0-18years

19-29years

30-45years

46-60years

61+years

No comment

The survey was completed by 243 respondents, a wonderful result, indicating the community’s 
interest in Burdekin Park and its future redevelopment. Surveys were received on-line and in hard-
copy.  Results from the survey are psychometrically sound, and can be seen to be representative 
of public opinion, as well over 100 complete results were received. The results of each question are 
summaried below.

5.1 Demographics
There were two questions which captured demographic information - where the respondents lived, 
and the respondents age. 

5.1.1 Where Respondents’ Live

Almost the same number of respondent’s live in Singleton and in Singleton Heights, (35-37%)
meaning that mostly the survey was fi lled by people who live near the park. There were a surprising 
number of surveys fi lled-in by ‘out of towners’ who clearly enjoy the town and its park. 

5.1.2 Respondent’s Age

Discussion

Discussion
65% of respondents were in the age bracket of 30 to 60 years old. Very few children took part in 
the study, probably meaning that their parents did the survey in their households. Few older people 
undertook the survey (12%), which is surprising, as Burdekin Park is likely to be important to this 
age group.  

85 

90 

13 

53 

2 
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5.2 Importance of Burdekin Park’s Features 
Respondents were asked to tick the listed park features of importance to them. For example 
108 of 243 respondents said trees were important to them. (This equates to 44% of respondents 
ticking this box). Respondents could tick more than one box.

Discussion
It is clear that the park’s memorials and monuments are important to the majority of respondents 
(86%), and closely linked to that, is the importance of Burdekin Park’s historical signifi cance in 
Singleton (82%). This is the outstanding value of the park to the community. The Museum in the 
park is valued by 71% of respondents; consistent with the values above. 

The secondary aspect of importance to respondents is the park as a venue for passive recreation- 
playgrounds, picnic areas, tourist stop, markets etc.

The park’s natural environmental value and setting are less important to respondents, with 32% to 
44% of people ranking them as important. 

WWhat is important to you about Burdekin Park? 
NNo. of 
ppeople  

PPercent 
((%)  

Historical significance to Singleton 199 82 
Environmental value 77 32 
War memorials and monuments 209 86 
Trees 108 44 
Singleton museum 173 71 
Children’s playground 146 60 
Resting place for tourists 153 63 
Place of entertainment (events/markets) 154 63 
Other 18 7 
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5.3 Current Visitation of the Park 
Respondents were asked how often they visit the park. To give an indication of the impact of the 
fl ying fox presence on recent visitation, a specifi c additional category was added on fl ying foxes. 

5.3.1 Park Visitation Rates 

33% of people said that they used to visit the park, but do not now, and 41% said specifi cally 
that they do not visit because of fl ying fox presence.  The rest of the results indicate fairly low 
park usage levels.

5.3.2 Park Visits if Flying Foxes were still Present

This question specifi cally asked the respondent if he/she would visit Burdekin Park after it is 
upgraded if fl ying foxes are still present. It was a “yes” or “no” answer.

Discussion
The community are divided on this issue, and it is gratifying to see that 40% of respondents 
would visit the upgraded park if the fl ying foxes were still present. However, the majority (almost 
60%) will not visit the park if fl ying foxes are still present.
Interestingly, when survey forms were compared, 29 people who said they used to, but no 
longer visited the park, were among those to say ‘yes’ to the above. 23 of those who wouldn’t 
visit due to the fl ying foxes were also amongst the 97 who said they would visit the park again.
It can be concluded that this issue will continue to be contentious.

 

  

 No. of people Percent (%) 
Yes 97 40 
No 143 59 
No response 3 1 

 

How often do you visit Burdekin Park? 
No. of 
people 

Percent 
(%) 

 Never 1 0.4 
 Used to but not now 81 33 
 Weekly 14 6 
 More than weekly 13 5 
 Monthly 10 4 
 Once a Year 10 4 
 Just drive by 14 6 
 Don’t visit because of flying foxes 99 41 
 No comment 1 0.4 
 Total  243  

  

Discussion
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5.4 Design Features 
This question explored what type of park features and activities respondents would like in 
Burdekin Park. People voted according to a scale of how much the item appealed to them. Some 
respondents opted not to vote for each item, which skews some of the results.

 5.4.1 Breakdown of Votes

Design considerations Appealing Neutral Does not 
appeal

No
comment

1 An upgrade to the children’s playground 175 52 14 2

2 Picnic tables and shelters 215 23 2 3

3 Seating – generally 171 64 4 4

4 Seating at music shell 117 90 30 6

5 Shade – structures, shade sails 153 68 15 7

6 Shade – trees 178 50 10 5

7 Accessible paths and routes 151 75 10 7

8 Adult gym equipment 59 86 94 4

9 Outdoor organised exercise activity areas e.g. tai chi 109 80 50 4

10 Rose gardens 150 74 17 2

11 Flower gardens 176 52 12 3

12 Upgraded toilet facilities 220 21 0 2

13 Open space 124 102 12 5

14 Information boards on history, bats, and monuments 126 84 27 6

15 Fencing in the park 87 85 66 5

16 More lighting 155 71 13 4

17 Live music events 184 46 10 3

18 Outdoor community festivals e.g. movie night 191 38 11 3

19 Educational workshops 75 126 37 5

20 Public art 120 92 29 2

21 Markets 179 46 16 2

 

Design Considerations

N
o.
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5.4.2 Features Listed by Appeal:
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% 

Discussion
As can be seen on the previous page, there were quite a range of responses to the suggestions 
of design considerations. The most appealing factors voted by 74 to 91% of respondents are:

 + Upgraded toilet facilities (91% of respondents)
 + Picnic tables and shelters (90% of respondents)
 + Outdoor community festivals e.g. movie night (80% of respondents)
 + Live music events (77% of respondents)
 + Markets (74% of respondents)
 + Shade trees (74% of respondents)

The following park features had more votes for ‘neutral’ or ‘does not appeal’ than ‘appealing’:
 - Adult gym equipment
 - Educational workshops
 - Fencing of park
 - Outdoor organised exercise activity areas e.g. tai chi
 - Seating at music shell
 - Public art

The bar chart provides clear guidance on features and experiences the majority of the community 
would like in Burdekin Park. Statistically all features gaining a vote of 50% or more should 
be seriously considered for inclusion in the park. Features with votes of over 70% should be 
considered absolutely essential as 3 out of 4 respondents voted for these.
Equally, the items with lower votes need careful consideration as many voters selected ‘neutral’ in 
their answers (e.g. educational workshops) hence this indicates that these items can be added if 
considered important.
The only consideration found by the majority to ‘not appeal’ to them more so than ‘appeal’ was 
adult gym equipment, and clearly should not be placed in the park.

Percentage voted

D
es

ig
n 

C
on

si
de

ra
tio

ns



BURDEKIN PARK COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
SINGLETON COUNCIL MAY 2017

13

Two face-to-face consultation sessions were held, one with Councillors and one with community 
groups in the park.

6.1 Workshop with Councillors
Councillors participated in two separate exercises. Firstly, each Councillor wrote phrases regarding 
their vision for Burdekin Park, and separate phrases for how that vision would be achieved 
(“Principles”). Secondly, phrases or words that other Councillors agreed with were underlined when 
the sheets were circulated around the group, hence establishing a voting system. These phrases 
are listed below. Some words were underlined in several phrases (e.g. community) hence received 
more votes. 
6.1.1 Vision Statement Topics

6. Face to Face Consultation Results

respectful

residents and visitors

recreate

commemorate

accessible

vibrant

sustainable

sense of pride

picnic

not forgotten

link with the past

generations

attractive

returned service personnel

reflecting

magical

functional

children

celebrate key events

beautiful

showcasing our town

respite

green space

focal point

travellers

markets

beauty

rest

relax

gather

future

past

open space

welcoming

history

heritage

community

0 5 10 15 20 25

Vision Statement 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FFrequency  PPhrase  
221  community 
113  heritage 
113  history 
113  welcoming 
112  open space 
111  past 
77  future 
77  gather 
77  relax 
77  rest 
66  beauty 
66  markets 
66  travellers 
55  focal point 
55  green space 
55  respite 
55  showcasing our town 
44  beautiful 
44  celebrate key events 
44  children 
44  functional 
44  magical 
44  reflecting 
44  returned service personnel 
33  attractive 
33  generations 
33  link with the past 
33  not forgotten 
33  picnic 
33  sense of pride 
33  sustainable 
33  vibrant 
22  accessible 
22  commemorate 
22  recreate 
22  residents and visitors 
22  respectful 

P
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6.1.2 Principles to Achieve the Vision Statement 

Frequency

P
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6.1.3 Discussion
Vision Statement: Councillors agreed that the park should have a real community focus, the way 
it once was.  In addition, the re-created park should respect the past; displaying the heritage and 
history of the park, whilst creating a welcoming green public space for all to gather in, relax and rest.  
The new park should be beautiful, be a venue for events (like markets, ANZAC ceremonies etc.), and 
be a showcase for Singleton.
Principles: Councillors strongly agreed that the vehicle to achieve a community focus for Burdekin 
Park is through community consultation.  The park’s community focus and pride could also 
be achieved through re-instating the park’s formal fl ower gardens, lawns, shade trees, various 
memorials and playground.  The amenities should be upgraded, and seating provided.  Regular 
events should be held in the park: e.g. Christmas celebrations, musical events, markets etc.  New 
tree planting should be commenced, and all felt the removal of fl ying foxes would be appreciated, 
with all damage by fl ying foxes being repaired.

6.2 Meeting with Community Groups
A meeting was held between Singleton Tidy Town Committee and the Local Resident Community 
Representative, Mrs J Wyllie, Council Offi cers and members of Architects of Arcadia to get a 
deeper understanding of what these groups would like in the rejuvenated park design, and what is 
important to them. 
Points raised included:

 ■ Trees are important; after the trees were damaged by bats and cut down the ambient 
temperature below them has gone up by 6 degrees, although this has not been noticed 
in the musuem;

 ■ If trees are replanted in the park, they should only be species which grow to 5m in height 
(to deter fl ying fox roosting);

 ■ Thorn trees may also be successful. There is one Kei apple in the park already, as an 
example;

 ■ There have been complaints about the surfaces around the amenities blocks needing 
winter wash downs due to fl ying fox droppings;

 ■ The current gardens around the fountain date back to 1983;
 ■ The local schools planted the current roses;
 ■ The roof over the heritage part of the building has been leaking. There has been the 

suggestion of a pitched roof on the museum. Speak to Lillian Cullen - heritage advisor;
 ■ The kitchen in the museum needs work;
 ■ Hedges around the museum need to be low enough to read plaques;
 ■ In 1975 the Royal Botanic Gardens drew the garden plans for the park. These should be 

unearthed now;
 ■ The tractors should be retained, and are insured by the museum;
 ■ The playground should be kept small, and located in a quiet part of the park; where it is 

is suitable;
 ■ If a fence is required, it could double as a memorial wall;
 ■ Space needs to be allocated to busloads of people with disabilities. Thought should be 

given to how people get off the bus and into the park. Pay attention to accessibility. 
Provide accessible carparking bays as well.
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7.1 Letter from Singleton Tidy Towns Committee
A letter of suggestions was received from the local Singleton Tidy Towns Committee which stated 
the following suggestions/notes/feedback for inclusion in Burdekin Park:

 ■ Tidy Towns display of awards;
 ■ Open space;
 ■ Some further monument walls for world wars;
 ■ Seating;
 ■ Tables;
 ■ Flower beds;
 ■ Some opportunity for the community to take ownership of some gardens;
 ■ Shrubs;
 ■ Trees but no tall growing than 3 metres;
 ■ Kids play space updated - nice old fashioned, but updated and enclosed so children cannot 

run onto the road;
 ■ All abilities swing;
 ■ Toilet upgrade;
 ■ Information boards near the coach stop;
 ■ New roof on the museum;
 ■ Water feature;
 ■ Tractors need to stay;
 ■ Fairy stump needs to stay.

7.2 Letter from the Returned and Services League of Australia (NSW)
Singleton Sub-Branch

In a letter dated 11 November 2016 (see Appendix D) the President of the RSL Singleton Sub-
Branch requested that low commeratative stone plinths be added in the current ANZAC memorial 
surrounds.  The names of WW2 veterans would be inscribed in the angled plinths.

8. Design Brief
The results from all community consultations reveal a commonality of suggestions. A community 
design brief has been formulated from the robust results, and this in turn can guide the future Plan of 
Management and Landscape Masterplan of Burdekin Park.

Design Principles:
 ■ A welcoming public domain including open space;
 ■ Providing amenities to travellers;
 ■ Bringing back events/providing events;
 ■ Refl ecting community pride;

7. Written Submissions to Council
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 ■ Displaying heritage and history;
 ■ A place for people to gather, rest and relax.

Design Features:
 ■ Upgrade accessible toilet facilities;
 ■ Upgrade and repair the museum building complex;
 ■ Additional and improved picnic shelters and general seating;
 ■ Shade trees, but not appealing or useful to fl ying foxes;
 ■ Upgraded fl ower gardens;
 ■ Upgraded war memorials, including name plinths;
 ■ Restored sound shell;
 ■ Retain tractors;
 ■ Addition of barbeques;
 ■ Reinvigorated entries;
 ■ Provision of a water feature;
 ■ Improved lighting;
 ■ Keep expansive lawns;
 ■ Clean and repair fl ying fox damage to park;
 ■ Provide passive recreation areas;
 ■ Provide an upgraded children’s playground;
 ■ Consider accessibility throughout the park.

9. Conclusion  
A thorough community consultation process has been followed for the future revitalisation 
of Burdekin Park.  A number of consultative methods have been followed, giving the diverse 
stakeholders opportunities to have their say in the future of this important historic park in Singleton.
Results from the various consultations indicate that the community are in agreement with what they 
feel is needed in this park:

 ■ Removal and management of fl ying foxes;
 ■ Re-instatement of the community-focus to the park;
 ■ Respectful showcasing of the park’s history and heritage;
 ■ Provision of amenities (seating, lighting, toilet etc.);
 ■ Upgrading of children’s playground;
 ■ Re-instatement of the numerous events which were held in the park.

All contributions indicated a strong sense of community ownership of the park, with many stakeholders  
strongly wanting the park to return to it’s former glory: a source of local pride, and a showcase for 
Singleton.
The results have been summarised in a Community Design Brief which will underpin the Plan of 
Management and Landscape Masterplan being developed for Burdekin Park.
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Appendix A:
Survey form page 1
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Survey form page 2
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Appendix B:
Community Update Brochure 
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“WE ENDEAVOUR TO KEEP SINGLETON TIDY FOREVER” 
Singleton Tidy Towns Committee  c/- PO Box 314 Singleton NSW 2330 

       Chairperson                                                                                                                               Secretary 
Lyn MacBain  Jack Fleming 
026572 2235  0265733462 
lynmacbain@bigpond.com   

SINGLETON TIDY TOWNS COMMITTEE 

Singleton: Heart of the Hunter, Jewel of the State and Spirit of the Nation 

 
Awarded NSW State Tidy Towns Winner 2006, 
National Tidy Towns Highly Commended 2006  

National Tidy Towns Spirit of Australia Award 2006 

 
Jason Linnane         14.11.2016 
General Manager 
Singleton Council 
 
 
Dear Jason, 
As you are aware we have already submitted our request for the Tidy Town corner in Burdekin 
Park where our community awards can be displayed and we look forward to this progressing as 
soon as practicable. However, given Council’s request for community comment on the uses and 
management of the Burdekin Park we took time at our last meeting to record the views of our 
members for consideration in the process. 
 
The list is not limited to the following and is not in any priority order; 

 Tidy Town Display Area/Corner see previous correspondence and suggestion. 
 Park remains generally open space  
 Tractors must stay 
 Fairy Log must stay 
 Toilet upgrade 
 The Park once featured beautiful beds of roses and flowers, these should be 

reintroduced. Singleton is known for its roses. 
 Information Board near Coach stop. 
 A History of the Park displayed 
 More seating and picnic tables  
 WW2 War veterans and other conflicts acknowledged.  
 Kid’s playground fenced 
 All Abilities swing 
 Fairy lights in the trees 
 Start growing another Christmas Tree for the future 
 Remove Wollomi Pines to another space; they are too close to the War Memorial for the 

future. 
We hope this list is of help. 
 
Sincere regards   
The Singleton Tidy Towns Committee 

 
 Lyn MacBain for the Committee  

Appendix C:
Singelton Tidy Towns Committee Letter
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Appendix D:
RSL of Australia - Singleton Sub-Branch’s Letter

 
 

PO Box 131, Singleton NSW 2330 | Email: singrsl@bigpond.com | Fax No. 02 6571 4083 | ABN: 30 150 969 039 |  
President: 0408 961 093 | Secretary: 0431 816 251 | Treasurer 0407 294 758   

Authority to fundraise: CFN13649  

 
 

 
 

The Returned and Services League of Australia  
(New South Wales Branch) 
Singleton Sub-Branch 

 
President: M.W. McCrone Secretary: T. Mount Treasurer: K. Kermode            
 
 
Jason Linnane          11.11.2016 
General Manager 
Singleton Council         
 
Dear Jason, 
 
We take this opportunity to request consideration to complete a project started some years ago. Due 
to considerable effort the Singleton RSL Sub Branch has raised funds towards commemorating our 
servingWW2 men and women from our district. The original ideal was granted a DA in 2011 and 
fully encourage by both Staff and Council of the time however due to several unanticipated reasons 
we now know the original concept in no longer viable.  
 
We however believe that the commemoration of our people is still so very important and with 
Burdekin Park now almost free of the bat problem we feel it is an opportune time to push forward 
with this deserved recognition.  
 
Henceforth, we have a concept which we would believe will best serve the purpose without 
interfering with other potential projects in the park. We attach  a vision of our plan; simple they 
maybe  but you will get the general idea and one which we see envisage completed using stone 
complimentary to the original memorial and in keeping with the significance of the site.  
 
We look forward to progressing this without too much delay and hope our endeavours prove fruitful 
as it is so very important that these men and women who gave so much are commemorated and not 
forgotten by future generations. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
Michael McCrone. 
President. 
0265732672 
 
Correspondence to Secretary Singleton RSL Sub Branch. 
Taylor Mount 
PO Box 131 
Singleton.NSW.2330 
 
Telephone Contact Gerry Spiller  
0265731225  
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Appendix E:
Verbatim Comments from Survey

 ■ Just get rid of the Bats is the main thing. Better toilets needed too.
 ■ I have very fond memories of this pack. Great place to visit before I lived as a place to stop 

then after I moved here it was my favourite place to take my children it was always a cool 
shady place to take my children to play on a hot summer day. Loved attending ANZAC Day 
services there I hope one day it will be able to fulfi l this role again.

 ■ The bats spoil our beautiful park the damage they have done is so sad. I walk past the park 
daily the bats are still there in force. I go to the park once a week but pick my time and don’t 
stay long. It is looking better than it has been.

 ■ Just like to be able to have pride in our park again.
 ■ For me Burdekin Park represents the ‘heart’ of Singleton. This stems from its’ historical 

and cultural heritage. Nowhere else in town stands out for these values. The bats nearly 
destroyed this heritage don’t let it happen again. Even people who have used the park as 
a stopping place when travelling through Singleton recognise Burdekin Park as the most 
signifi cant site in town.

 ■ Live weekend entertainment ......markets Sunday
 ■ Burdekin Park is beautiful as it is i will say NO to shade trees reason as this brings the bats.
 ■ The Children’s playground was redone a few years ago. If & when the bats are gone for 

good then it will be worth spending money on the park but not if they are still hanging 
around

 ■ I live directly opposite the park. My kids use the park frequently. Some shade cloth would 
be good until new trees grow and tie Oj [sic]

 ■ A fence at least on the highway side. More child friendly but keep the gorgeous gardens 
and monument.

 ■ I spent a lot of time playing for in Burdekin Park when I was growing up. I look forward to 
a day when the park is fl ying fox/bat free so my daughter can enjoy the same experience.

 ■ Whilst I love most animals they should not be treated better than humans. Because certain 
people stopped any action in getting rid of the bats Singleton now has a park that needs a 
lot of love & care to bring it back to what is was.

 ■ **** yeah let’s do ‘er up!
 ■ All of the above depends on the bats fl ying fox’s being relocated. I don’t feel Singleton 

residents want more money spent on useless things we have been hit with large rate rises 
in the past so choose wisely Singleton Council.

 ■ Will never go to this park or allow my children in this park whilst the bats/fl ying foxes are 
there.

 ■ It is such a beautiful park where I have many fond memories as a child. It also has my 
grandfather’s name on the memorial plaque. Unfortunately I will not visit again as the fl ying 
foxes have ruined it. It smells fi lthy isn’t appealing and the risks of contracting a Zoonosis 
is too high for me to risk my children’s health or my own for that matter. Such a shame as 
I know Council’s hands are tied.
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 ■ The bats need to go. They are even at the nearby school.
 ■ Can’t wait to have Burdekin Park used again as a social hub and used by tourists. It needs 

to be made into a park to once again be proud of. Thanks for taking an interest in returning 
it to its former glory. Exercise in the park would be a huge draw card. Maybe even Zumba 
by Kellie Cameron at the music shell and Yoga and Tai Chi.

 ■ It is a wonderful park. Let’s make it great again.
 ■ Army uniforms were getting stains from bats that don’t come out! It’s going to waste due 

to the bats.
 ■ Need upgrades and hold events there.
 ■ Would love to see more community events held in the park like Xmas fair/small concerts 

and ANZAC Day.
 ■ I would like to see the playground used again for kids on this side of town (still waiting on 

the Victoria Square improvement that was touted a couple of years back). Families that live 
east of George St/John St and visitors to town need a park within walking distance (even if 
there isn’t a decent footpath to use) that they can use simply for a bit of fun. My kids loved 
Burdekin Park in the early years and it is so much brighter now we should be making use 
of it.

 ■ Live music is a must think it might bring in money for the Council remember there was live 
concert once need this back to bring more people to Singo to save our town as mining is 
picking up again.

 ■ I would love to see some of the old tree stumps turned into memorials for our fallen soldiers.
 ■ Until the bats have gone it can never be used for public events.
 ■ Keep the museum it’s part of Singleton history as well as the War Memorial. Bring back the 

ANZAC dawn service!!!!!
 ■ 21 and music very desirable.
 ■ The bats need to go and kid’s equipment needs updating with fencing for safety before i 

visit this park again.
 ■ The fl ying fox issue should have been dealt with many years ago. It’s ruined what was a 

beautiful park and what was an important part of our life as a Defence force family.
 ■ My two kids love the playground and tractors and museum. I don’t take them there because 

of the bats. Burdekin Park was my fave as a child - my parents have been married 33 years 
and had their wedding photos there. We used to go to carols by candlelight there with 
actual candles! And the lights in the big trees at Christmas were always my favourite! I’m 
sad my kids haven’t gotten to see what I got to enjoy. Now they comments about the bat 
faeces when we drive past! The last time my mother in law was here for ANZAC Day she 
wouldn’t even step foot in the park. Neither did we actually. But to this day she still talks 
about the disgrace to that ANZAC service while she visited our town Fencing - maybe just 
the play equipment area And trees please replace the trees - it’ll take forever but maybe 
one day it can be a big green shady area again The exercise equipment at the heights is 
useless so don’t waste money on more of that down town.

 ■ GREAT.
 ■ I’m one of the few who value the bats. Think the greys should be promoted as an asset.
 ■ Needs to be kept clean if the fl ying foxes stay.
 ■ I would love my kids to experience the park the way I did as a child.
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 ■ Perfect spot for tourists to stop and rest. Let’s make it appealing.
 ■ I have noted that some of the old standing trees are now showing young branch growth at 

the lopped sites. Sorry but move the BATS on out of town.
 ■ Fencing to stop children being able to run out on to the roads would be good it is beside 

a busy highway and kids will be kids. I don’t think I would have that issue with my children 
if I was to take them there because I am aware and wouldn’t let them out of my sight I 
can’t speak for many other parents and their distractions though. I don’t know what the 
capacity of the park would be to have such events as markets and live music events held 
there without it being overcrowded and having to stop people from going on to the roads 
without any further issues.. I do look forward to seeing the place improve and l hope to take 
my kids there and check it all out once it’s done!

 ■ The fl ying-foxes are fi ne in smaller numbers and without the smell. Lovely space with 
historical value just not pleasant to be at/around.

 ■ I grew up in Singleton. I live in Ireland now and come home every 2 years to visit family and 
friends. I love to bring my kids to where I used to play. Burdekin Park has great memories 
for me. I hope it will for the kids of Singleton as it did for me.

 ■ Upgrade the kid’s area and start using the war memorial again and then make the park 
attractive to visitors. Host events there.

 ■ Leave it as is is my suggestion its fi ne as is but the museum could do with more space.
 ■ This park is vital to our community and a great asset.
 ■ Please google Spears Point Park and have a look at this amazing play ground - a must 

have for Singleton.
 ■ I live in Broke and would come to the park for many activities if they were available in a 

clean healthy environment.
 ■ Flying foxes will not hurt you. People need to get over it. Nice gardens would be an 

improvement as well as a shade cloth for ANZAC day as it can get quite hot.
 ■ The park is an important part of the town. I miss going to the park as I use to enjoy it 

regularly for picnics events etc. I have so many wonderful memories of the park as a child. 
My children are yet to be able to have the same experience due to the bats. It’s sad the 
memories are not continuing.

 ■ An area for outdoor weddings. Arbor etc.
 ■ I am looking forward to the ANZAC Day services being moved back to Burdekin Park. My 

family had placed a fl oral tribute to my uncle yearly until last year since 1947 at Burdekin 
Park.

 ■ I overlook the park.
 ■ Would love to see this park used daily.
 ■ Come on Council please cut those trees down and turn the park into a beautiful rose 

garden that can be enjoyed by the next generation and so that our service men can have 
their ANZAC Day without bat poop! Such a beautiful park such a waste.

 ■ New benches and seats as well as trees would be a very good place to start.
 ■ If the park can be upgraded and cleaned up the local schools may go back to using it for 

visits etc. Teddy bear picnics museum visits party days.
 ■ Would love the see this park become a focal point of the town.
 ■ Bats need to be totally gone.
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 ■ Remove tops out of trees to remove bats upgrade all aspects of the park and make it A for 
the local community and travellers.

 ■ Markets.
 ■ Love the park since as been cleaned up. Would like to see big garden beds full of colourful 

fl owers. Improved toilets and play equipment.
 ■ Don’t have anything to say.
 ■ Nothing at the moment.
 ■ Would love to be able to take my grandkids to the park but not while the bats are there. 

Loved taking my kids there.
 ■ Would like to see the park stay as original as possible it was a shame all of the trees had 

to be cut down. No point doing anything until all the bats are gone and hopefully you don’t 
upgrade like the Main Street which looks ridiculous.

 ■ A family orientated environment.
 ■ Getting rid of the bats should be of high priority as it is very important or people will not 

go into the park. Once they have gone people will be more then happy to go into the 
park. Gym equipment is not appealing to put in such a historic park. More trees would be 
extremely important . Markets should be kept at other places not in this park if markets 
were held there I think it would be too cluttered and full of stalls. No events can occur either 
if the bats are still there. It is a great place for a rest stop for visitors to the town I think this is 
what is important so it should be inviting and historical and a sight of singleton with plenty 
of seating and good facilities for tourists going through town. As a Uni student I have gone 
to uni and people said they used to stop at this park travelling through bit they stopped 
because of the bats.

 ■ Until fairly recently I lived downtown and walked through the park with my children and 
would occasionally stop and play on the tractors. Then one time walking through the 
park I saw a dead bat on the ground and after that we would walk right around the park. 
Given the historical signifi cance of the park and that it contains the Museum and the War 
Memorial I think the park should be given a slightly more formal look. More formal plantings 
and public art would give the park a bit of a feeling of prestige. Children’s play equipment 
is probably a must though. The music shell looks fairly disconnected with it’s surroundings 
and needs upgrading or surrounding gardens that will better ground it. I don’t feel that 
seating for the shell will achieve this however. Overall there are lots of towns with parks of 
a similar purpose that could be used a reference points.

 ■ As a member of Singleton Town Band I would like to think that any changes or upgrades 
to the music shell would be done in consultation with the band. I understand the shell was 
paid for by donations collected at play outs by STB.

 ■ Gardens and seating please.
 ■ Given the number of trees already removed it may be time to remove the remaining ones 

and start again.
 ■ Plant loads of natives - they don’t grow tall so the bats won’t congregate. The natives also 

use far less water. Plants like Bottle Brush and Kangaroo Paw. Stop chopping the trees 
down in the bat environment to build houses.

 ■ Its in the centre of town and its become so run down at unappealing with the bats. We 
should be proud of our town center.
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 ■ Please with upgrades consider ways to make it a clean and safe area for children. New play 
equipment won’t go far if it’s going to be covered in bat faeces and risk of a bat coming 
into contact with a child. If we can’t relocate the bats we need to fi nd ways we can safely 
share this beautiful park with them.

 ■ I would like to see the park being used like it use to be.
 ■ A lot of town band history and money was invested in the music shell. I loved going to 

concerts in the park as a child and now the bats are gone would love to see the park used 
again for live music and markets.

 ■ Before any changes to the sound shell the Singleton town band should be consulted as 
they are the ones that funded the building of the shell.

 ■ The band shell has been underused in recent years due to bat activity. It would be great to 
see it used again for the purpose it was built. I understand it was built by Singleton Town 
Band so they need to be consulted if any changes to it are being considered.

 ■ Looking forward ANZAC Day back in the park. Not sure if I would go there for anything else 
while bats are still there as their odour gives me asthma.

 ■ As part of the town band it would be great if we could use our sound shell to have concerts 
etc. that sound shell is part of our history.

 ■ Would be good to see town band hall cleaned up so the band can recontinue their public 
performances there for all to enjoy in our park. The band and the shell are an asset to our 
community.

 ■ As an ex-resident of Singleton I believe that Burdekin Park has the potential to be redeveloped 
into the heart of the community by improving the existing structures such as the Band shell 
War Memorial and the Museum rather than removing them entirely. As a child I remember 
singing Christmas carols while the Town Band played along as the Christmas lights were 
turned on every year at the Rotary Carols and I feel that the facilities that cater to that 
sense of community should be cared for improved and used to their full capability. It would 
be a delight to see the war memorial brought back to life also as it is such a central part 
of the community’s memorial services throughout the year and it would be wonderful to 
continue using the memorial as a tool and place to educate future generations. Given that 
these facilities have been poorly if at all used in the last few years it would be fi tting for the 
community to begin using them again. For example the Band Shell is a testament to the 
Singleton community spirit as it was paid for by donations and community organizations. 
I would love to return home to Singleton in the future to the facilities in the park with my 
children and take them to the place where I learned about the value of community spirit 
and teach them how communities can make a profound impact on the lives of individuals 
and a town as a whole.

 ■ First off get rid of the fi lthy bats. Before you can do anything. As an ex serviceman I 
am disgusted that ANZAC services have had to be moved away from the War Memorial 
because of the bats.

 ■ The band shell looks like it could use some high-pressured hose cleaning. Also it would be 
great to see ANZAC ceremonies brought back there.

 ■ The music shell must stay a vital part of the community.
 ■ The town band should be consulted with any work that is to take place on the band shell. 

Keep as much of the wonderful grass as possible for running around on.
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 ■ The decline of the park has been a travesty. Let’s do what we can to restore it to its former 
glory. So many events represented a tradition in burdekin park ANZAC Day Christmas 
carols to name but a couple. I hosted many memorable Christmas carol events all of which 
hold fond memories. The band shell however should not be altered in any way without 
consulting the Singleton Town Band as I believe it was constructed by the band using 
public donations. A restoration of the shell would be fantastic and I’m sure the band would 
be happy to feature in an offi cial “reopening” of the park.

 ■ I think that the band sound shell needs a bit of a clean up and to be used again.
 ■ Please leave the music shell as it was donated by town band donations I think this is 

correct would love to see town band back playing there many happy memories from the 
park . Please upgrade the music shell with seating picnic tables how lovely would that be.

 ■ Get the live music scene down there to much wasted real estate !!! Get it to be “The place 
to be on a weekend”.

 ■ The music shell in the park was built by Singleton Town Band so they should have a major 
say in anything that impacts on it.

 ■ The band shell needs to be renovated to bring live music and events back to the park and 
the community.

 ■ Please remember to consult the Singleton Town Band on ALL ideas concerning the Town 
Band Stage. This was built and paid for by the Singleton Town Band through hard work 
playouts and events that our fore members worked very hard for. It is crucial to involve 
the Singleton Town Band in all decisions and in my opinion their say is fi nal. It would be 
amazing to fi nally be able to use the stage for performances and music again.

 ■ Please remember that the Singleton Town band raised funds to build the band shell and 
intend using it again once the bats numbers have lessened.

 ■ If more community events were held in the park it would probably be the noise needed 
to keep the fl ying foxes out. Its a beautiful park and has so much potential to an amazing 
place for tourists and families to go. More work os needed though.

 ■ Restore park to look as similar as the old park used to be.
 ■ Christmas carols are sorely missed.
 ■ I think a children’s water splash park would be awesome! Not a pool of water as such just 

the ones where the water runs away. So much fun! Nothing in the area to accomodate the 
children in warmer weather!

 ■ If bats are still present as they are now it is useless spending money. I have spent enough 
money on medicines when I worked opposite park in early stages of bat takeover.

 ■ Would be great to see the park used again.
 ■ My comments are applicable only if the bats are removed.
 ■ Public art....the local artists that painted street art in york st to paint the stage wall area.
 ■ I was born & bred in Singleton as have most of my family for generations. My 4 children 

were all born there as well. Although I no longer reside there I travel past the park twice a 
day 6 days a week either going to work or to visit family & friends. It breaks my heart to see 
what has happened to our once beautiful park. Get rid of the rest of them & give our park 
back so our children can enough it once again like I did when I was a kid.
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 ■ Burdekin Park played a very important part of my children’s life they have wonderful 
memories or community event Carol Christmas birthday parties picnics and a place just to 
fi ll in time if we had an hour to kill as we lived out of town. Unfortunately my grandchildren 
of which we have 8 in Singleton call it “the yukky bat park” and have never been there.

 ■ Really need to get rid of the bats. I stopped here once when I was a visitor from out of town 
and was scared and disgusted by the bats. It turned me off visiting the town of Singleton.

 ■ Need to get rid of the bats.
 ■ Outdoor entertainment would be great.
 ■ We live in close proximity to the park and are due to retire it is of the utmost importance 

to us the park is upgraded as we would like our home to be of some value at present it is 
unsaleable due to the fl ying fox we need to sell it in the near future as we no longer need 
a large family home.

 ■ The park was once a wonderful park with the Girl Guide markets and beautiful trees and 
shade. The Christmas lights in the big pine was a highlight but now it has been ruined by 
the bats.

 ■ I believe nothing would have been done if it wasn’t for the committee that was formed and 
the rally organised by the committee. I feel it was only then that some of the Councillors 
jumped on the bandwagon and then proceeded to take credit. (This does not include Ruth 
or Hollie who were members of the original committee).

 ■ The park would make a great addition to our community as the last 12 years it’s been 
overrun with fl y foxes.

 ■ Maybe a park suited to older children too?
 ■ The park was great for the couple of weeks the bats weren’t there. Get rid of them.
 ■ The fl ying foxes are an issue. They have destroyed what was once a beautiful park and 

the park is no longer inviting for anyone - locals or visitors. Everything about the presence 
of fl ying foxes is concerning for the general community - the faeces the odour the noise 
the health risks but mainly the devastation that the bats have caused to the park’s natural 
environment. My heart broke last time I visited the park about six months ago to see 
the enormous damage the animals have done to the beautiful trees (along with all the 
preventative pruning and lopping Council had to undertake). Having said that I do realise 
that Council’s hands are tied due to ridiculous red tape and the mind-blowingly stupid 
fact that the feral pests are on a “protected species” list even though they clearly cause 
enormous damage to the natural environment. I would LOVE to see improvements to 
Burdekin Park... BUT any improvements while the animals are still residing in the park 
would be potentially pointless. The park has to be inviting. While those pests are still there 
it would be impossible to make the park as appealing as it once was. And until the animals 
are declared pests I’m afraid I don’t hold out any hope for much progress or improvements 
to be made anwhere fl ying foxes have taken up residence. -- Also Q.3 and the 14th option 
on Q.4 are a little confusing. Q.3: Yes I will probably keep visiting the park BUT I would 
much rather my visit not to be marred by having to see the disgusting fl ying foxes and the 
damage they have caused while they are still in the park. They are a real turn-off and are 
not a welcoming sight for anyone. Q.4-(14th option) Yes I’d love to read information boards 
about Singleton’s history and the monuments - but bats?!! With the three options identifi ed 
that’s not a fair question so I’m not sure how you can get an accurate response on that 
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 ■ The park looks beautiful now and I really think it could be used for community events. Town 
head and Burdekin Park are the 2 parks that passing tourists see and we should be using 
them to attract people to stop.

 ■ I think developing the area as a bat colony would provide a great eco tourism boost to the 
area with such activities as tours of the colony educational exhibitions and plaques placed 
around the park with information on them about the fl ying foxes and their key role in our 
environment.

 ■ This survey is written to get a particular result. It should be more neutral.
 ■ Wonderful community asset just going to waste at the moment.
 ■ Was a lovely family park where the community use to come together with the different 

activities that were held there. Would be great to have that back with facilities that would 
bring the people back to the park.

 ■ ANZAC events must come to this park.
 ■ Make it a place where the community can come together for all different occasions like it 

once was.
 ■ Keep it simple so vandals don’t fi nd it appealing to ruin.
 ■ I would visit the park more often if there were no bats there and improved children play 

equipment. Why cant Singleton Council do what the Anglican Church did an use high 
pressure water hoses to remove the bats?

 ■ A bayless park would be great.
 ■ No additional comments.
 ■ It would be such a great park if they just got rid of the fl ying foxes.
 ■ The park was the most important community meeting place that brought the town together 

for ANZAC Day and Christmas before being destroyed by the bats. It was enjoyed by 
visitors and as a coach stop.

 ■ Proud of the achievements made so far in the reduction of the bat population.
 ■ I would love to see a water park/splash area for kids and adults to enjoy. They have them 

in various rural and city towns. Doesn’t need to be fl ash but somewhere affordable where 
families can go and keep cool. Yes we have a pool but not all families can access this. 
Dubbo Tamworth Spears Point Park all have one and they are a high attraction for many.

 ■ This this park go back to anzac day celebrations.
 ■ Just protect the war memorial.
 ■ A place to take your pets too.
 ■ Used to live in Singleton. Would love to see the park restored and improved to encourage 

visitors.
 ■ I would love to see a kids water park.
 ■ Would like to see the park well-maintained so the Museum can keep operating.
 ■ I would love to see the Christmas lights back in the park when possible.
 ■ How come there are bats back in trees?
 ■ I played at Burdekin Park as a child and have many happy memories of taking my own 

children there for picnics parties or to use the play equipment and visit the Museum.
 ■ Anything at all would be great for he park. It is an eye sore at the moment.
 ■ Used to really enjoy being at the park as a kid and playing on the tractors my little sisters 

would also love to play on the same equipment I used to best equipment in town.
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 ■ Through your my life in Singleton we have always utilised the park also it was a regular 
excursion venue when I worked at the pre school. Hopefully this can be used by these 
groups again.

 ■ Nothing else to say!
 ■ Burdekin Park is a beautiful place always commented when driving through Singleton 

before moving here. Memories are ANZAC birthday parties and the museum. Love animals 
but they shouldn’t impact on a park that is beautiful and historical as well. Singleton is such 
a well looked after town - thanks to council - lets have this park back for us all to enjoy. 
Never thought it would be demoted to being called “Bat Park”. We are not the only town 
to have this problem and I so feel for everyone involved but I would hate to be living in that 
area. Let’s do it save our park and save the residents houses and sanity that live in the area.

 ■ We want our park Back!!! Kill the bats!!!!!!
 ■ Always think how nice it would be to get a little picnic together and go to the park it’s nice 

with less trees but I support the bat population so I’d like to see the remaining trees stay.
 ■ I live accross the road from the park. I think it looks lovely especially when mowed and it 

makes me want to go for picnics. I dont mind the bats being there at all I just worry about 
pooped on to be honest. I wish there was more picnic tables and shading.

 ■ Please bring our park back to the shady tourist stop over it once was known for to our 
tourists.

 ■ Please take the time to view Armidales park and bring Burdekin Park back to something 
our town can be proud of to our visitors and tourists.

 ■ The park is getting worse again as more bats have returned... maybe we chop the trees 
further and get them carved into soldiers??

 ■ Will not go to the park as long as the bats are there.
 ■ When I was younger I frequently visited with my grandparents and i have a lot of fond 

memories with them there. I would love to see this park returned to a usable community 
space.

 ■ Park iz trash bcuz ov da stinken bats.
 ■ I used to go there all of the time with my kids but I don’t now. I thought I would give it 

a go about two weeks ago while walking my dog but wont again as it stunk droppings 
everywhere and a dead bat on the pathway.

 ■ I love Burdekin Park I went there often when I was a kid and my own children have spent 
many hours playing. A fence would be good as it is a very busy area of town.

 ■ I would visit more if the bats were permantly gone.
 ■ I want it to be a great park for my children like it was for me.
 ■ Please just remove the bats thankyou.
 ■ Some of the potential activities suggested are being done elsewhere in more suitable 

locations. Noise from the road & limited parking make Burdekin a poor choice for activities 
that draw large crowds or need a quiet area (movie nights yoga).

 ■ Before the bats I used to live almost opposite park and worked other side used to walk 
in park daily used to have weekly picnic in park my kids grew up playing on equipment in 
park. I played Carols in park for Christian Israelite Church Christmas Carols in music she’ll 
until bats forced us out. I would attend ANZAC services The park was always a restful 
happy place. I would love it to return to being this.
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 ■ Would be delighted to see the park upgraded.. would visit it with or without bats.. however 
removing the bats would ensure that the upgrades where worth the effort... the park has 
the potential to be the best park in Singleton again and is of great historical importance to 
the town.

 ■ The bats have destroyed a once beautiful and iconic park. Unless they are relocated they 
will continue to destroy the trees that are left and while ever they are in the park it will stink 
of their faeces. Money spent on upgrading the park will not change the stretch and noise 
the bats create unless they are moved. Such a shame these disgusting creatures have 
been left for so long. It’s now too late to replace the once beautiful trees that made this 
park what it use to be. Maybe you could suggest to the local mines that have distorted their 
habitat that when they are rehabilitating the land that they plant trees that may attract the 
bats out of the Singleton community. Just a suggestion.

 ■ I would really like to see a more appealing park. One that refl ects cultural events eg 
Christmas and Easter etc. to attract visitors to stop & maybe be persuaded to stay and 
explore.

 ■ Make it both beautiful and useful.
 ■ A public reply from Council on the outcome with % on q4 would be good.
 ■ Such a beautiful park. It should be looked after and used as it used to be by families and 

travellers. Seating and gardens are a must.
 ■ Bring back the park to is orginal standard. It was a beautiful park for everything and 

everyone in singleton and tourists. The old saying less is more.
 ■ I would like to see the beautiful garden again.
 ■ Would love to see it being used again and enjoyed by tourists and locals as well . Not bats.
 ■ Some sort of water feature would be desirable.
 ■ Get it back to what it used to be.
 ■ I grew up in Macquarie Street and spent many hours at the park as a child. I could only take 

my 25 and 23 year old daughters there for a few years as a young children. Will I be able 
to take any future grandchildren there?

 ■ Bring back ANZAC Day.
 ■ Every year we use to do ANZAC Day at Burdekin Park but now we can’t and haven’t for 

years cause of these bats. The war memorial is there and the council should be getting rid 
of these bats so people can enjoy the park again and no be scared weather their going to 
get bat poo on them or not . It use to be an enjoyable park and very peaceful.

 ■ The park already has a stage so it would only need someone to organise events to utilise it.
 ■ Flying foxes still being present after any upgrades would be a waste of resources. The 

Museum must stay and be promoted.
 ■ It’s a beautiful park it has been spoilt by the bats. I’ve been to beautiful weddings there it’s 

a great venue.
 ■ First met Singleton in 1964 worked casual - National Service in 1969 - PMG -TELECOM-

TELSTRA then for 27 years & every week end & public holiday do security in & around 
Singleton..Ive always classed Singleton as one of the best in the Hunt Valley & IMPRESSED 
with the progress been completed over the last 5 years..Thanks..

 ■ Get rid of the fl ying foxes FOR GOOD.
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 ■ I would like to see Burdekin Park maintained bat free there are still quite a few there. Until 
they are gone I doubt I will ho to the park except for ANZAC Day services.

 ■ The bats need to go.
 ■ The park is there to be enjoyed by everyone. I miss the markets and the ANZAC ceremonies.
 ■ Would love to see all of the above. Most of the activities were happening before the bats. 

The park was a vibrant place and the Museum a highlight for everyone. Travellers enjoy a 
break their journey for a toilet stop & meal break and a visit to the museum.

 ■ Burdekin Park is in such a great location but doing anything that attracts crowds will be 
problematic with the surrounding areas parking issues. There isn’t anywhere to park other 
than the already narrow streets near the park. Also dangerous when there would be a lot 
of small children and poor visibility for drivers and pedestrians alike in addition there are no 
pedestrian crossings other than the one at the high school/tafe and the lights opposite the 
park on the main road.

 ■ Please help the park. It use to be the centre of town. Let’s get ANZAC Day back there as 
well as Xmas.

 ■ Our bat colony is an asset. The bats have never bothered me or my household I live only 
a few blocks away and walk the dog through the park when I get the opportunity. As a 
community need to learn to adapt and evolve to embrace the bats. I hate to think of the 
damage to the environment that will follow if these important pollinators are moved on.

 ■ It is such a shame that this once beautiful park has been destroyed by fl ying foxes that 
should have been moved out of town years ago before they were as big a problem. There 
is numerous other places more suitable for their habitat rather than in the middle of town. 
I would love to take my children there see events and memorials held there but due to the 
fl ying foxes and inherent dangers associated with them we will never go there.

 ■ I grew up in that park. My childhood was playing in that park every single day. It’s an absolute 
disgrace to see what has become of it. Council should be ashamed of themselves. Stop 
talking about it and fi x it.

 ■ I offered some time ago to donate two WOLLOMI PINES to be planted in the park my offer 
still stands.

 ■ Get rid of bats.



Summary of Community Consultation undertaken from August to October 2017 –Round 2 

 

A draft Plan of Management and two (2) concept landscape plans were developed after the 

initial community consultation. 

 

Council resolved on 21 August 2017 that: 

 

1. The draft Burdekin Park Plan of Management including the two draft landscape 
master plan concept options be publicly exhibited for a period of 28 days with an 
additional 14 days for submissions to be made. 
 

2. A further report be presented to Council subsequent to the exhibition period for 
Council to consider the results of the exhibition period and to adopt a Plan of 
Management.  

 

The objective of the community consultation was to assess the support and gauge the appetite 

of the community for particular features of the proposed designs included in Master Plan 

Concepts 1 and 2.  It was envisaged that following community feedback features of Concepts 

1 and 2 would be incorporated into a final plan. This notion has been proven correct. 

 

It was also an opportunity for the community to comment on the content of the Draft Plan of 

Management which included an action plan and priorities for future works in the park. 

 

It is important the outcomes from the community consultation align with the aspirational 

statement and guiding principles developed by the Councillors. 

 

Consultation process undertaken. 

 Open days at Burdekin Park 

 Attendance by staff at the John Street market day 

 Web based survey 

 Survey sent to local schools 

 Meetings with significant stakeholders 

 Media releases 

 Social media 

 Staff personal contact 

Feedback from the community was provided both quantitatively and qualitatively. 

 

A. Quantitative Feedback 

75 written submissions were received. Many of these submissions dealt with multiple issues. 

 

Highlights of the submissions include (For: Against) 

 Limited support for the relocation of the cenotaph - 10 for : 32 against  (10:32) 

 Preservation of open space to ensure adequate space is available for ceremonies 

related to the cenotaph – a general comment 

 Limited support for a flying fox refuge (7:22) 

 Strong support for re-roofing of the museum (11:0) and improvements to the museum 

(4:0) e.g. pergola /shade area on eastern end and access (6:0) 

 Construct new amenities building (11:0) – comment was made that the separation of 

the buildings may cause a safety issue.  



 Munro Fountain to remain in its current location with upgrade (8:0) 

 New bbq (3:5) 

 Improved picnic shelters (14:0) – access was identified as an issue although style and 

design seem to have some support 

 Improved bus shelter (3:0) although small support revamping to include larger structure 

to include bus travellers picnic shelter may be an option 

 Limited support for garden beds (2:1) and Rose gardens (2:0) 

 Upgrade playground equipment (6:2) – concerns raised was the option in Concept 2 

was too large and the size of Concept 1 was preferred 

 New planting program (9:8) – issues raised predominantly were against trees that would 

attract flying foxes 

 Band shell (2:0) – some improvements to reduce bulk and scale (landscaping) were 

identified 

 Improved lighting (3:0) 

 Education/interpretive panels (6:0) – related to history including flying foxes 

 More community events (5:1) 

 Rose arbours (2:4) key issue was cost to maintain and also reference for rose gardens 

 Hedge to frame  memorial, picnic and playground area (0:1) 

 Fencing along Bourke St– (4:1) – most related to playground area 

 Tidy Towns area (2:0: 

 Upgrade wishing well (3:0) 

 Tractors to stay (5:0) 

 Additional and improved seating (2:0) 

 

B. Qualitative Feedback 

These were received at events where staff had the opportunity to explain and discuss the 

proposals. Residents were asked to identify favoured features of the plans (green dots) and 

less/not favoured features of the concepts (red dots). 

 

These plans identified (For:against); 

 Relocation of cenotaph (22:25) 

 Re-roofing of Museum and general improvements (15:0) 

 Outdoor museum display area (1:1) 

 New amenities block (4:0) 

 Refuge for flying foxes (13:6) 

 Munro fountain to stay in current location with upgrades (2:0) 

 Improved picnic shelters and bbq (4:0) 

 Improve bus shelter (1:0) 

 Upgrade playground equipment (28:1) 

 New planting program (4:1) 

 Band shell improvements (4:4) 

 Rose arbours (6:1) 

 Garden beds (6:0) 

 Tractors remain (4:0) 

 Information panels (1:0) 



The spread sheets which include all quantitative feedback is provided in Attachment 1. The 

Concept plans used for the qualitative feedback are provided as Attachment 2 and 3. 

 

It is disappointing that there was a poor response rate from children and young people, in the 

Singleton community, despite a survey having been specifically developed for this purpose. The 

questionnaire was sent to schools, but there was no responses. 

 

Findings 

The findings reflect the combining of the quantitative and qualitative feedback into a measure of 

the support for each of the design features. 

 

Outstanding support for i.e. nil opposition: 

 

 Improvements to the Museum particularly the re-roofing in heritage style of the rear 

(east) section 

 Replacement of the public amenities building – the design and location needs to be 

considered in terms of safety of users particularly at night as this is a 24 hour facility 

 Munro Fountain to stay in current location and improved along the lines of Concept 2 – 

this should include relocation of the wishing well 

 Improved picnic shelters – current style and design is supported. 

 Tractors stay in current location (9:0) 

 Interpretative signage (6:0) 

 Improve lighting (3:0) 

 Tidy Towns display area (2:0) 

 

Limited support: 

 

 Segments of the community want the Flying-foxes gone and believe the Flying-fox 

refuge will promote their continued occupation (20:28) 

 Relocate cenotaph – (32:57) – the cenotaph remaining gives rise to consideration of 

improvements proposed by the RSL sub Branch. 

 Improve the bus shelter – (4:3) – this could be considered with the improvements to 

picnic shelters 

 Upgrade the playground – (36:7) - Although Concept 2 was favoured the quantitative 

submissions identified it is possibly too large and formalised. It should be “old 

fashioned” with use of old timbers. 

 Tree planting (13:9) – trees that don’t attract bats was a common view 

 Band Shell improvements – (6:6) 

 Rose arbours (12:3) 

 Garden beds (13:6) 

 Fencing along Bourke Street (4:1) 

 BBQ’s (3:5) 

The findings from the community consultation were discussed with the Councillors on 13 

November. 

 

 

 

 



Discussion 

 

The issues below are considered to be the contentious aspects of the proposed plan of 

management. 

 

1. Flying-foxes 

The flying fox issue is an issue for the community to understand and work with Council in 

implementing the Plan of Management to ensure a balance between the community’s ability 

and willingness to use a reactivated Burdekin Park while understanding the entitlement through 

legislation for the flying foxes to occupy sections of the park. 

 

The following is an extract from the Council report of 21 August 2017 which explains the 

legislative parameters Singleton Council must work within. 

 

It is also clear Council has legislative obligations relating to the flying foxes which may not 
be understood by the community. The Grey-headed flying fox (Pteropus poliocephalus; 
GHFF) is listed as a vulnerable species under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and is therefore considered a ‘Matter of National 
Environmental Significance’ and is protected under Federal law. 
 
In NSW, the Grey-headed flying fox is listed as vulnerable under the NSW Threatened 
Species Conservation Act 1995 in 2001. This listing is based on scientific evidence 
indicating a significant decline in the population of the species and that it is “likely to 
become endangered unless the circumstances and factors threatening its survival or 
evolutionary development cease to operate” (NSW Scientific Committee 2001). 
 
This species is highly mobile and camp populations vary widely over time due to food 
resource availability. In addition, the Burdekin Park flying fox Camp is designated as a 
Nationally Important Camp due to both numbers of flying foxes and the rearing of young 
that occurs at the Camp. Flying foxes, along with some birds, make unique contributions 
to ecosystem health through their ability to move seeds and pollen over long distances. 
This contributes directly to the reproduction, regeneration and viability of forest 
ecosystems.” 

 

Given the legislative and environmental considerations Council is currently developing a 

Burdekin Park flying fox Camp Management Plan. It is being developed on the basis of a NSW 

Government guideline which provides a tool to ensure appropriate management of the camp. 

This management plan outlines: 

 

 Issues of concern to the community caused by the presence of flying foxes, 

 NSW Department of Infrastructure-Lands and Council’s response and proposed 

        actions, 

 Measures that will be taken to manage the land and reduce conflict with the local 

        community. 
 

This approach may guide Council’s approach in other locations in the local government area if 

flying fox issues arise. The document must complement the Burdekin Park  

 

Plan of Management and will be an essential component of council undertaking future 

works in Burdekin Park. 

 



Experience in other areas has shown that attempts to move camps are generally unsuccessful, 

expensive, and likely to result in the relocation of problems. Therefore, management actions 

proposed at Burdekin Park are primarily to align with the Level 2 Action - Creation of Buffers 

adopted by the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage.  

 

It was reported to a recent Senate Hearing in Canberra that flying foxes roosting and foraging in 

urban areas more frequently can give the impression that their populations are increasing, 

however, the Grey-headed flying fox is in decline across its range. 

 

The establishment of a section of the park for flying foxes termed a “refuge” in the concept 

plans was not supported by the majority (20 - for : 28 - against). It was clear the term refuge 

may not have been the appropriate description of the space. It is not intended to actively 

provide shelter for the flying foxes but merely acknowledge their occupancy of trees in this 

area. The acknowledgment of their occupancy is supported by relevant legislation as described 

above. It is also acknowledged the flying fox occupancy of the trees does cause undesirable 

impacts such as faeces, urine, noise and tree damage. Humans using this area may be 

adversely affected by these impacts and appropriate warnings are currently in place in the park. 

Opportunities to improve the warnings and separate as much as possible humans from the 

treed area the flying foxes occupy is considered an appropriate risk minimisation task. 

 

A major concern from those against the proposed hedge, was their belief that any hedge (at 

the boundary of the grassed area and refuge area) installed to delineate the area currently 

occupied by the flying foxes, may be too high therefore restricting sight lines across the park.  It 

is considered that any delineation of the area currently occupied by the flying foxes is beneficial 

in terms of the welfare of the flying foxes and as a guide to users of the park. On this basis a 

hedge is proposed on the eastern side of the cenotaph with a maximum height of 450mm. It 

will not extend all the way across the area occupied by the flying foxes and it will allow passage 

of the public from George Street into the park. 

 

Council has recently received an arborist report on the safety of the trees in the park. It has 

indicated that no trees should be removed but maintenance pruning is required. This type of 

work will be permissible under the plan of management. 

 

2. Cenotaph Relocation 

Concept plan 2 proposed the relocation of the cenotaph to a central location on the park. The 

community responded, for 32:57 against this proposal. Issues cited included the risk of 

damage to the structure, inability to replace damaged pieces, restricted areas for ceremonies, 

and the historical and emotional significance of the cenotaph and its location. 

 

Only the historical and emotional significance was given serious weight in the evaluation of the 

submissions. Monuments can and are moved regularly without causing damage and it would 

have only ever have been done with a risk based plan. 

 

Notwithstanding given the cenotaph has been in its current location for a period approaching 

years it is considered it should remain. Some improvements are proposed by the Singleton 

Returned Services League Sub Branch which should be permissible in the Plan of 

Management. 

 

There are concerns with the safety of participants in ceremonies such as ANZAC Day and 

Remembrance Day where spectators occupy areas along George Street at times when traffic is 

using the road. This is considered dangerous and event organisers should be directed to focus 



their events to the south and west of the cenotaph. Proposed landscaping as part of the plan 

of management should consider this when it is implemented. 

 

3. Heritage 

It is clear Heritage reports will be required at every stage of each of the projects. Pathways and 

linkages are essential to link the features of the park it is essential that these be designed and 

constructed to ensure accessibility. This is particularly relevant for existing and proposed picnic 

shelters and amenities. 

 

The park is currently managed under a “Draft Plan of Management – Burdekin Park” which was 

adopted in 2007. This will be rescinded on adoption of the new Burdekin Park Plan of 

Management. 

 

Concept Plan 3 

 

The feedback from the community consultation has been reviewed and analysed. 

 

It is clear the Singleton community support the reactivation of Burdekin Park and a return to the 

community, social and recreational activities of the past. From these findings a draft Concept 

Plan 3 will be developed as the Landscape Master Plan supporting the Plan of Management. 

 

The main features of the new Burdekin Park Plan of Management will be: 

 Improvements to the Museum including the re-roofing in heritage style of the rear (east) 

section and a partly covered pergola at the eastern end of the building. 

 Replacement of the public amenities building – the design and location needs to be 

considered in terms of safety of users particularly at night as this is a 24 hour facility 

 Munro Fountain to stay in current location and improved in terms of layout and 

landscaping – this should include relocation of the wishing well 

 Improved picnic shelters and accessibility – current style and design is supported with 

appropriate accessible pathways particularly along Hunter Street.. This would include a 

new shelter adjacent to the new playground 

 Tractors to stay in current location  

 Interpretative signage related to the history of the park and flying foxes to be provided 

 Improve lighting to the entire park to ensure safety of users 

 Tidy Towns display area to be provided on the northern side of the museum 

As identified these features of the park received no opposition from the community. 

Other features which received support and will be included are; 

 Landscaping features to be included which delineate the area of trees occupied by the 

flying foxes 

 The cenotaph will not be relocated with the plan allowing alterations and additional 

memorial features 

 The gas light being given greater prominence 

 Improve the bus shelter access pathways to the park  

 Improve access pathways to the Boer War memorial and other sections of the park 

 Upgrade the playground but retain its “old fashioned” feel with use of old timbers from 

trees removed from the park. 



 Appropriate tree planting throughout the park 

 The area around the band shell will be landscaped 

 Rose arbours are to be provided at major entry points to the park 

 Garden beds to be improved 

 Provide fencing along Bourke Street adjacent to the playground 

 Regular monitoring of the trees in the park in terms of safety of the users 



Design Considerations Design considerations from Map Agreed % agreed Disagreed % disagreed Total Votes
1 Relocation of memorials 22 46.81% 25 53% 47
2 Museum new roof/ renovations 15 100.00% 0 0% 15
3 Outdoor museum display area 1 50.00% 1 50% 2
4 New amenities 4 100.00% 0 0% 4
5 Refugee for flying foxes 13 68.42% 6 32% 19
6 Munro Fountain to remain in current location with upgrades 2 100.00% 0 0% 2
7 Improved picnic shelters & BBQ 4 100.00% 0 0% 4
8 Refurbish bus stop 1 100.00% 0 0% 1
9 Upgrade playground equipment and area 28 96.55% 1 3% 29
10 New tree planting program 4 80.00% 1 20% 5
11 Sound Shell 4 50.00% 4 50% 8
12 Rose arbours 6 85.71% 1 14% 7
13 Garden beds 6 100.00% 0 0% 6
14 Tractors stay 4 100.00% 0 0% 4
15 Flying Fox information panel 1 100.00% 0 0% 1
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