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OFFICIAL PROGRAM 

ORDER OF CEREMONY

9.10am: Singleton Town Band to play 
prior to the commencement of the 
official ceremony

9.30am: Commencement of official 
ceremony

Singleton Council General Manager 
Jason Linnane announces the arrival of 
the Army Guard

Arrival of the Official Party:
• 2021 Chairman of the Singleton

Australia Day Committee, Cr Danny
Thompson

• Mayor of Singleton, Cr Sue Moore
and Mr Allan Moore

• Australia Day Guest The Hon.
George Souris AM and Mrs Vassy
Souris

• LTCOL Thapthimthong,
Commanding Officer, School of
Infantry

• Dave Layzell MP, Member for Upper
Hunter

• Fr Thomas Chirackal, St Patrick’s
Church representing the Ministers
Association

• Mitch Madden, representing
Chairman and Board of Directors of
Singleton Diggers

• Fred Turner, 2021 Citizen of the Year

Flag Breaking Ceremony

Welcome to Country by Uncle Warren 
Taggart representing the Singleton 
Aboriginal Reconciliation Committee

Australia Day Blessing by Fr Thomas 
Chirackal

Australia Day Address by The Hon. 
George Souris AM

Citizenship Ceremony

National Anthem performed by 
Singleton Town Band accompanied by 
Charlotte Davy

Announcement of 2022 Young Achiever 
of the Year by Mayor of Singleton,  
Cr Sue Moore 

Address by Fred Turner, 2021 Citizen 
of the Year

Announcement of 2022 Citizen of the 
Year by Fred Turner, 2021 Citizen of  
the Year



 
 

YOUNG ACHIEVER OF THE YEAR 
 
 
LIAM BYRNE 

As a young man with a great sense of community, Liam strives to make 
a difference to improve other people’s wellbeing through his thoughtful, 
diligent and caring nature. 

He is keenly aware of the needs of those less fortunate and the groups 
who rely on community donations to exist, and is an active volunteer 
with strong connections to his chosen charities of Singleton Legacy and 
Dolly’s Charity Shop. 

Each year, Liam plans and structures his spare time after school and 
work commitments to raise funds for Singleton Legacy Group, collecting 
donations and selling merchandise in support of the Singleton and District 
war widows and their families. 

He is a role model to his peers and has inspired others to assist him in his 
pursuits. He has been recognised by his school with a Citizenship Award 
in years 8 and 9, Consistent Achievements in classes in 2020, and was 
honoured with a Principal’s Award in 2018 for his work on the Student 
Representative Council. 

Liam is also an accomplished sportsman excelling in swimming, cross 
country running and soccer, and has represented his school in these 
events.  
 
 
The Singleton Australia Day Committee received several nominations and 
supporting testimonials for Liam. 
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CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 
 
 

GREG BRUCE 

Recognised for leading by example, working diligently and being a positive 
role model to everyone, Greg has dedicated decades of his time and energy 
to supporting others. 
 
He was recently inducted as a Life Member of the Rural Fire Service (RFS) 
in recognition of 28 years as a dedicated member, including supporting the 
Singleton local government area in the 2019-2020 bushfires.

Employed as a Local Area Coordinator with Uniting in partnership with the 
NDIS (National Disability Insurance Scheme), Greg provides above and 
beyond service to support all of his participants, actively listening to his clients 
to ensure thy are accessing the services they need to reach their goals. 

Greg provides daily ongoing support to new employees, is well known 
throughout the disability service provider organisations, and is the “go to” 
Local Area Coordinator within the Singleton area due to his commitment and 
understanding when speaking with NDIS customers, parents, carers and 
service providers.
 
 

JEAN HANDS 
 

With 21 years as the first Aboriginal Liaison Officer for the Upper Hunter with 
Hunter New England Health, Jean is a well-known and respected Aboriginal 
elder who for the past six years has been the Chair of the Wanaruah Local 
Aboriginal Lands Council (LALC). She is also a member of various local 
Aboriginal committees including Singleton NAIDOC Committee, Upper Hunter 
NAIDOC Committee, Singleton Aboriginal Reconciliation Committee and Mach 
Energy Mount Pleasant ACDF. 

Jean’s community involvement spans many years and causes. She is 
a regular volunteer at the Youth Off the Streets Op Shop and Singleton 
Neighbourhood Centre, where she cooks meals for Singleton community 
members. She is also currently assisting the Ministry of Health as an identified 
local COVID-19 champion and recently filmed a COVID-19 vaccination video. 

Jean’s contribution as a volunteer and strong advocate for her local 
community has been recognised as an inductee to the Wambo Singleton Hall 
of Fame in 2021, State Government Community Service award and Female 
Elder of the Year at the Upper Hunter NAIDOC Awards for the past six years.
 
 



NADENE MCBRIDE 
 
Nadine’s commitment to the betterment of the Singleton local government 
area is demonstrated by her dedication to the Singleton Roosters 
Australian Rules Football Club since 2015, which has resulted in an 
increase in club registrations under her tenure as Club President. 
 
Nadine’s involvement began as a player in the women’s AFL joint venture 
side with Maitland, and in 2016 she played in the first women’s team for 
Singleton Roosters as well as helping the club with game day duties. 
 
The following year she enthusiastically stepped into the role of Club 
President, which she has held consecutively since 2017. In addition, she 
is part of the Club’s Apparel Committee and has been the women’s team 
coach since 2019. 

Nadene volunteered to be Team Manager for the Hunter Representative 
team in 2018 and 2019, and stepped up to be Coach for the Hunter 
Representative Womens Team and Assistant Coach for the AFLHCC 
Women’s Representative team 2021. 

Nadene also volunteers as a mentor for the annual Yancoal Science Fair.
 
 
WARREN TAGGART

Dedicated Aboriginal elder, Wanaruah Aboriginal Land Council Board 
Member and Wambo Coal Singleton Hall of Fame inductee, Uncle 
Warren Taggart has worked tirelessly to both preserve and share the 
rich history and culture of the Wanaruah, Wonnarua people, including 
conducting regular tours of the culturally significant Baiame Cave.

He is a long-time member of the Singleton Aboriginal Advisory Committee 
and has been instrumental in the organisation of NAIDOC Week activities 
as well as regularly delivering Welcome to Country at various events 
throughout the local government area. 

Named the 2016 Elder of the Year (Male) at the Upper Hunter NAIDOC 
Awards, Warren is particularly passionate about educating children and 
authored a colouring book aimed at pre-schoolers, illustrated by his 
daughter Kerri-Ann. Warren also works tirelessly to keep people  
informed about his beautiful Wanaruah, Wonnarua country through social 
media, radio and TV interviews, university and TAFE talks.
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