BULGA AND MILBRODALE
WATER SUPPLY SCHEME
Providing safe and reliable
water connection to the
communities of
Bulga and Milbrodale

BULGA AND MILBRODALE
WATER SUPPLY SCHEME
The Bulga Water Supply project will provide safe and reliable water connection to 180
properties, including Milbrodale Public School, across the communities of Bulga and
Milbrodale. This project will service regionally significant vineyards and wine tourism
businesses from the Broke Fordwich Wine Region with an estimated output of $14
million per annum.

BACKGROUND
Bulga is a rural village approximately 20km south
west of Singleton NSW. It is home to approximately
350 residents with the area surrounded by farming,
tourism and mining. Milbrodale is a small rural
village approximately 28km south of Singleton
NSW which houses a school servicing the Bulga,
Milbrodale and Howe Valley areas.
Bulga and Milbrodale do not have reticulated water
with residents and business relying solely on rain
water and carted water for potable uses. As such,
Council has identified Bulga and Milbrodale for
which reticulated potable water should be provided
in order to ensure water security and guaranteed
quality of water supply.
In February 2017, Council was successful in
receiving $1.4 million (50% funding contribution)
from Restart NSW for the project. At the time
of approval of the grant, the project cost was
estimated at $2.8 million. However, during the early
project planning phase, a number of issues were
identified which required that significant changes
be made to the project scope with major cost
implications for the project. Further investigations
have altered the project from a package water
treatment plant to connecting Bulga via Milbrodale
to Council’s existing water supply network in Broke.
This provides a lower operational cost, reduced
the environmental risks and provides additional
economic benefit to the residents of Milbrodale but
has an increased capital investment.
Council has used the Restart NSW grant funding to
undertake project planning and design activities.
However, is seeking additional funding to enable
to construction of the water supply to Bulga and
Milbrodale.
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CURRENT STATUS
Preliminary investigations have been completed
for the project, including concept design of the
system and detailed design of the reticulation
mains with Bulga.
Detailed design of the transfer main from Broke to
Bulga, the final component prior to construction,
is currently underway and is expected to be
completed in July 2019.

SCOPE
The project will provide direct access to
connection for approximately 180 properties
between Bulga and Milbrodale, including 20
commercial and tourism properties in Milbrodale.
The project scope includes provision of
reticulated water mains within Bulga served
by a transfer water main connecting to the
existing water supply network at Broke. The
transfer water mains are to be located along
Milbrodale Road then onto Putty Road to Broke.
The proposed transfer main has the potential to
serve a number of commercial properties within
Milbrodale which is a significant tourism hub for
Singleton.
The project will also include provision of a water
carter filling station which may be accessed
by commercial operators to supply water to
properties outside the water supply area.

BENEFITS
The project benefits include:
•

Ensuring better health outcomes for the
community by reducing reliance on rainwater

•

Providing water security to residents especially
during drought periods

•

Supporting the Broke Fordwich Wine Region
with an estimated output of $14 million per year

•

Providing economic benefit to the region,
including hoteliers and vignerons, in the
Milbrodale region; access to reliable potable
water is estimated to provide an economic
benefit to these businesses of $800,000 p.a.
which represents a 6% increase in economic
output for these properties

•

Increased property values of approximately
10% for those properties with access to
reticulated water

•

Provide potable water supply to Milbrodale
Public School which serves students within
Bulga, Milbrodale and Howe Valley

•

Supporting the NSW Rural Fire Service in
accessing reliable water supply for firefighting
in the Putty Road region

COST
The current project estimate is $12 million. The
cost will be further refined following detailed
design of the transfer main from Broke to Bulga.
Council will make a significant co-contribution to
the project, however grant funding is required to
ensure this project can be successfully completed.
Project funding will be used for the construction of
the transfer and reticulation water mains as well
as a new reservoir, pump station, chlorinator and
water filling station. Following the completion of
the detailed design, the project will be put on hold,
until funding can be secured.

TIMING
The construction program is expected to take 26
months from commencement to installation of
water meters at properties.
The detailed design of the transfer main from
Broke to Bulga is due for completion in July 2019.

RISKS
FUNDING
While the majority of the planning work is
now essentially complete at a forecast cost
of approximately $740,000, without additional
funding the project cannot be progressed.
UPTAKE OF CONNECTIONS
There is a risk there will be low uptake of the
water supply within the residential areas. These
communities have never had reticulated water
and connecting to the water supply does come
with an upfront and ongoing investment on the
part of the property owner.
COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Sentiments from sections of the community
indicate some reluctance to pay for access to
the water supply scheme. However, in principle
they have no objection to access to reticulated
water supply. Council will continue to engage
with the community about the benefits of the
project.
COST RECOVERY
Full recovery of project costs from the
residents of Bulga and Milbrodale would place
unreasonable burden on these communities.
Council has implemented uniform pricing for all
customers across Singleton. Under this model
the cost for the Bulga water supply scheme can
be accommodated at full cost recovery without
significant cost increase across the customer
base.

Broke Fordwich Wine Region

B U L G A W A T E R S U P P LY S C H E M E

T 02 6578 7290
E council@singleton.nsw.gov.au
W singleton.nsw.gov.au
12 - 14 Queen Street
Singleton NSW 2330

