ON – SITE SEWAGE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM APPLICATION LODGEMENT CHECKLIST

EXPLANATION OF APPLICATION FORM SECTIONS A-K

A)  TYPE OF APPROVAL SOUGHT

Indicate which approval/s are required.  Approval is required to install or amend any on-site sewage management system and an approval is required to operate the system upon satisfactory completion of the installation.   

B)  PROPERTY DETAILS

Details of the property are indicated on the rate notice for the property.

C)  APPLICANT DETAILS

Correspondence regarding the application will be directed to the applicant.  The applicant is responsible for ensuring compliance with any approval granted and conditions attached to the approval including ensuring that the required inspections are requested and carried out. 

D)  OWNERS DETAILS/SIGNATURE

The written consent of every owner is required.  If the property is owned by a company, consent to lodge the application is required consistent with Corporations Law.  Any person who signs on behalf of a company must state the authority by which that person acts, and must print their name and position.

E)  PERSON NOMINATED TO OPERATE THE OSSM SYSTEM IF NOT THE OWNER

If the owner is not resident on the property and another person is nominated as the person responsible for ensuring the system operates in accordance with the approval, this person must complete and sign F.                                                

F)  NAME PERSON WHO WILL INSTALL THE OSSM

Installation company or plumber details to be provided.

G)  PERSON WHO WILL INSTALL/CONSTRUCT THE EFFLUENT IRRIGATION SYSTEM

Installation company or plumber details to be provided.

H)  NAME OF LICENSED PLUMBER WHO WILL INSTALL THE DRAINAGE LINES

Drains to the sewage management system must be installed by a licensed plumber in accordance with the Plumbing Code of Australia and Australian Standard 3500.  

I)  NAME OF PERSON/COMPANY WHO WILL SERVICE THE OSSM

Aerated waste water treatment systems require servicing on a regular basis by an approved contractor every three (3) months.  Other systems also require servicing such as de-sludging at regular intervals. 

J)  PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT DETAILS

Details of the type of development the OSSM will service must be indicated.

K)  DETAILS OF THE PROPOSED ON-SITE SEWAGE MANAGEMENET SYSTEM

A description of the type of on-site sewage management system proposed must be indicated.


INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTED WITH THE APPLICATION

Council is required to consider this application in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government (Approvals) Regulation 1999.  The following documents as applicable must accompany the application.

Pressure Sewer System (PSS) (Installed by Council)

(
Three (3) copies of a site plan, drawn to scale showing:-


(
The location of the Pressure Sewer System tank in relation to any buildings, boundaries 


and any other sewage management systems on site.  Accurate measurements must be 


detailed on the plan.

(
A drainage diagram prepared in accordance with AS 3500 showing the proposed location of sewer drainage lines from the building to the Pressure Sewer System tank.

(
A floor plan of the building showing the fittings to be connected to the PSS and the proposed drainage layout for the building.

(
Any environmentally sensitive areas or any watercourses located within 100 metres of the Pressure Sewer System.

Septic Tanks, Collection Wells, Aerated Waste Water Treatment Systems, Wet Composting Systems, Other

(
Three (3) copies of plans, drawn to scale showing:-

(
The location of the on-site sewage management system tank in relation to any buildings, boundaries and any other sewage management systems on site.  Accurate measurements must be detailed on the plan.

(
The location of the proposed effluent disposal area/irrigation area/trench/transpiration area in relation to buildings, boundaries, dams, bores and any environmentally sensitive areas or any watercourses (permanent or intermittent) located within 100 metres of the OSSM.  Accurate measurements must be detailed on plan. 

(
A drainage diagram prepared in accordance with AS 3500 showing the proposed location of sewer drainage lines from the building to the sewage management system.

(
A floor plan of the building showing the fittings to be connected to the on-site sewage management system and the proposed drainage layout for the building.

(
Three (3) copies of full specifications for the on-site sewage management system proposed to be installed constructed or altered on the premises concerned.

(
Details of the number of customers, persons in residence or persons working on the premises and an estimate of the daily hydraulic load the OSSM will be required to treat or store are required.  Details indicating how the hydraulic load was determined shall be provided.

(
Details of how the effluent irrigation area size has been determined must be submitted.

(
Details of the maintenance and servicing arrangements are required.

(
A copy of the owner’s service contract with the manufacturer, distributor or their agents for the servicing of the aerated waste water treatment system shall be provided.

NOTE:  

Council may request further details relating to the climate, geology, hydrogeology, topography, soil composition and vegetation of any effluent disposal fields related to the On-Site Sewage Management System together with an assessment of the site in light of those details.  Council may request a geotechnical report for the site or a hydraulic engineers certified design of the proposed system following an assessment of the application and site.

SUBMISSION OF THE REQUIRED INFORMATION WILL FACILITATE PROMPT PROCESSING AND DETERMINATION OF THE APPLICATION

GENERAL INFORMATION

Buffer Distances

The publication Environment and Health Protection Guidelines – On-Site Sewage Management for Single Households (NSW Department of Local Government et al) provides the following information in relation to buffer distances.

Buffer zones should be kept between on-site systems and sensitive environments on and off-site, to ensure protection of community health, the environment and community amenity.

A buffer distance should be left between on-site sewage management systems (particularly land application areas) and features like boundaries of premises, driveways, buildings and swimming pools.

When determining buffer distances, consideration should be given to:

· The type of land application system to be used

· Surface and subsurface drainage pathways

· Site factors – soil permeability, geology, vegetation buffering

· Sensitive environments – national parks, rainforests, estuaries, wetlands, groundwater extraction areas, and areas with poor tidal flushing

· Development density.


Recommended buffer distances for various systems are shown in Table 5. The values given are recommended minimum, based on ideal site and soil conditions.  If these conditions are less than ideal, the minimum buffer distances should be increased.

There should be a horizontal distance of 250 metres between a land application area and a groundwater well used for domestic water supply.

Where land application areas are planned within drinking water catchments and other sensitive areas, advice on adequate buffer distances should be sought from the relevant water authority and a hydro geologist (DLWC).

Table 5:
Recommended Buffer Distances for On-site Systems

	System
	Recommended Buffer Distances



	All land application systems
	· 100 metres to permanent surface waters (eg river, streams, lakes etc)

· 250 metres to domestic groundwater well

· 40 metres to other waters (eg farm dams, intermittent waterwaters and drainage channel, etc)

	Surface spray irrigation
	· 6 metres if area up-gradient and 3 metres if area down-gradient of driveways and property boundaries

· 15 metres to dwellings

· 3 metres to paths and walkways

· 6 metres to swimming pools

	Surface drip and trickle irrigation
	· 6 metres if area up-gradient and 3 metres if area down-gradient of swimming pools, property boundaries, driveways and buildings

	Subsurface irrigation
	· 6 metres if area up-gradient and 3 metres if area down-gradient of swimming pools, property boundaries, driveways and buildings

	Absorption system
	· 12 metres if area up-gradient and 6 metres if area down-gradient of property boundary

· 6 metres if area up-gradient and 3 metres if area down-gradient of swimming pools, property boundaries, driveways and buildings


MANAGING WASTEWATER IN YOUR BACKYARD

	DO
	DON’T

	(
	Learn how your sewage management system works and its operational and maintenance requirements


	(
	Don’t let children or pets play on land application areas.

	(
	Learn the location and layout of your sewage management system


	(
	Don’t water fruit and vegetables with effluent.

	(
	Have your AWTS (if installed) inspected and serviced four times per year by an approved contractor.  Other systems should be inspected at least once every year.  Assessment should be applicable to the system design.


	(
	Don’t extract untreated groundwater for cooking and drinking.

	(
	Keep a record a desludgings, inspections, and other maintenance.


	(
	Don’t put large quantities of bleaches, disinfectants, whiteners, nappy soakers and spot removers into your system via the sink, washing machine or toilet.



	(
	Have your septic tank or AWTS desludged every three years to prevent sludge build up, which may ‘clog’ the pipes.


	(
	Don’t allow any foreign materials such as nappies, sanitary napkins, condoms and other hygiene products to enter the system.

	(
	Conserve water.  Conservative water use around the house will reduce the amount of wastewater which is produced and needs to be treated.


	(
	Don’t put fats and oils down the drain and keep food waste out of your system.

	(
	Discuss with your local council the adequacy of your existing sewage management system if you are considering house extensions for increased occupancy.


	(
	Don’t install or use a garbage grinder or spa bath if system is not designed for it.


Reducing Water Usage

Reducing water usage will lessen the likelihood of problems such as overloading with your septic system.  Overloading may result in wastewater backing up into your house, contamination of your yard with improperly treated effluent, and effluent from your system contaminating groundwater or a nearby waterway.

Your sewage management system is also unable to cope with large volumes of water such as several showers or loads of washing over a short period of time.  You should try to avoid these ‘shock loads’ by ensuring water use is spread more evenly throughout the day and week.

Help Protect your Health and the Environment

Poorly maintained sewage management systems are a serious source of water pollution and may present health risks, cause odours and attract vermin and insects.

By looking after your management system you can do your part in helping to protect the environment and the health of you and your community.

For more information please contact Singleton Council on 6578 7290.

